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PREFACE 

In presenting this volume of biographical sketches of Ex- 
Presidents of the National Amateur Press Association, the 
author fully realizes that the sketches are not as complete as 
may be desired but he wishes to state that the facts gathered 
were the best obtainable and many were procured with a great 
deal of difficulty. Innumerable letters were written to the living 
Ex-Presidents and to the relatives of our deceased officials, and in 
many cases no replies nor data were furnished. The sketches 
written were compiled from actual facts, procured from various 
sources. 

The credit of origin of this work must be given to Fredk. 
F. Heath, who suggested the department at the time when the 
author was Official Editor of the National Amateur, in 1907. To 
Walter F. Zahn, the author is also indebted for his co-operation, 
at all times. John T. Nixon, just prior to his death, suggested 
the page size to be the same as the bound volume of Nixon's 
History of the National Amateur Press Association, making this 
a companion volume. The final publication of this work is 
solely and primarily due to the generous spirit cf W. Paul 
Cook, now President of our beloved organization, an executive 
of untiring eflForts bound to make the coming year the most 
successful in the history of the National Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation. 

In dedicating this volume to the officers and members of the 
National Amateur Press Association, the author wishes to voice 
his gratitude for the untold benefits and pleasures derived and 
the many warm friendships gained through that most wonderful 
institution, Amateur Journalism. 

WM. C. AHLHAUSER. 
Milwaukee, Wis., Oct. 6, 1919. 
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JOHN WINSLOW SNYDER 
Itt Pmidant 



John Winalow Snyder, the first presi- 
dent of the National Amateur Press 
Association, entered ama1;eurdom when 
a resident of Richmond, Va., back in 
1872. The 'Dom as we know it today 
was then in its infancy, but talent was 
quickly reco^ized and "Winalow" with 
his large output of articles contributed 
to the various papers soon grew to be 
one of the lights of the movement. It 
is said of him that he was the meet pop- 
ular amateur of his day, and when the 
national meeting was held at Philadel- 
phia, Centennial year, and the National 
Amateur Press Association launched, his 
selection as president seemed to come 
as a matter of course. Two years be- 
fore he had been elected president of 
the Southern Amateur Press Associa- 
tion, then a flourishing body in a section 
that was very active. He served the 
National Amateur Press Association as 
first vice-president during its second 
year, and it was a notable fact that he 
was presiding ofiicer at the first three 
of the National's conventions — at Phil- 



adelphia, in 1876, as president, at Long 
Branch, 1877, as vice-president, in the 
absence of the elected president, Alex- 
ander W. Dingwall, and at Chicago in 
1878, until the newly elected president, 
Wni. T. Hall, assumed the gavel. 
"Winslow" once said that his amateur 
career began in one sense when he was a 
boy of twelve years attending the 
boarding school at Highland Falls, N. 
Y., and was shown by a Brooklyn boy a 
copy of an amateur paper published by 
a friend of his. 

He took up the study of law in 1877 
and in 1880 removed to Kansas City, 
where he opened a law office. "All of 
my experiences," he said, "have been 
of untold service to me in my profes- 
sion and in my writing of articles for 
tTie law journals as well in the prepara- 
tion of lectures which I delivered in the 
Kansas City School of Law. I shall 
never forget the "brain storm" I experi- 
enced when I saw the first amateur pa~ 
per. From that attack I have never 
recovered, and I expect to die in the 
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faith. Professional duties cannot rob 
me of the pleasure of studying over the 
many amateur papers that good friends 
in the cause constantly send me. But 
naturally and properly I am most in- 
terested in two particular supporters of 



our cause: the organ of the Association 
and the Foiail, that serves so well to 
keep the 'old boys' all in touch and 
knowledge of one another." 

John Winslow Snyder died at Kansas 
City, April 4. 1910. 
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ALEXANDER W. DINGWALL 
2nd Preiident 



Alexander W. Dingwall, the second 
president of the National Amateur 
Press .Association, was bom in Toronto, 
Canada, Nov. 15, 1858, but grew to 
manhood in Milwaukee, Wis., whither 
his parents had removed. Hia active 
career as an amateur joumal'st began 
in April, 1876, with the publication of 
his Amateur Asoirant, of which D. E. 
Roberts, also of Milwaukee, was co- 
publi^^hed. The paper at once made 
Dingwall a leader in the fraternity and 
placed his name alongside those of 
Charles K. Farley, John Winslow Sny- 
•\er, 3. Edson Briggs, James Austin 
Fynes, Carlton B. Case, Richard Gemer, 
Joseph P. Clossey and others. Ding- 
wall was the central figure in the Asso- 
ciation's first political campaign. The 
oi^anization had been effected at Phil- 
adelph'a in 1876 and the officers chosen 
as a mere incident to the meeting. 
Then followed the memorable contest 
for the presidency culminating in Ding- 
wall's election at Long Branch, N. J., in 
July, 1877. It was a Gemer and anti- 
Cerner campa'gn. Charles C. Heuman, 



the anti-Gemer candidate, had sud- 
denly withdrawn. The Eastern ama- 
teurs immediately wheeled Dingwall 
into line, and, in one of the most excit- 
ing conventions the association ever 
held, Dingwall came out winner with a 
vote of 38, to Gerner's 26, and 11 for 
Snyder. His term as president was un- 
eventful, the Association not even hav- 
ing an official organ of its own in those 
days. In May, 1877, he issued the first 
number of the ConBarratiTe, which ran 
the usual course, and finally, in January, 
1876, joined with Stanton S. Mills of St. 
Louis, in issuing the Amateur Refomier. 
Mr. Dingwall, during his amateur career 
was a bank clerk in Milwaukee and at 
the same time dramatic critic for the 
Milwaukee Sentinel. He later resided 
in New York and was manager of tlie 
extensive theatrical interests of the late 
Jacob Litt. 

Alexander W. Dingwall died July 28, 
1918. Funeral services were held at 
New York and interment at Milwaukee, 
Wis. 
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WILLIAM T. HALL 
3rd Preiidenf 



William T. Hall, third president of 
the National Amateur Press Association 
and one of its organizers was well 
known during the years from 1876 to 
1879 as editor and publisher of The 
WBrntom Amateur. Its publication 

ofiica was Chicago, but for a time it 
was issued from Ann Harbor, Mich., 
where Hall was attending the Michigan 
University. He was present at the first 
convention of the association at Phila- 
delphia in 1876 and was elected secre- 
tary; at the second convention, at 
Long Branch, N. J., the following year, 
he was chosen treasurer. The third 
yearly convention was held at Chicago 
and Hall became a leading candidate for 
the presidency with fair chances consid- 
ering a large membership in his home 



city. The campaign was spirited and at 
times bitter, the other candidates being 
Joseph P. Closaey (the "Peerless Cloa- 
ey"), editor of Our Free Lance of New 
York, and Will Hancock of The CLub of 
Chicago. Hall won an easier victory 
than was expected, receiving on the sec- 
ond ballot 39, to Clossey's 22 and Han- 
cock's 10. Clossey's defeat embit- 
tered the eastern amateurs for a while, 
but time usually heals such things. 
During Hall's administration the first 
number of the National Amateur ap- 
peared. 

After leaving Amateur Journalism 
Hall became prominent in Chicago pro- 
fessional journalism. His death some 
years ago cut short a very promising 
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JOHN ED50N BRIGGS 



4tb Preiiilent 



John Ed son Briggs, fourth president 
of the National Amateur Press Associa- 
t'ion, of which he was one of the 
founders, was elected to that office at 
the convention held In Washington, his 
home city, in July, 1879. Mr. Brigg'j 
entered the 'Dom Jan. 1, 1875, with a 
paper called The Imp. It was a four- 
page paper, two regulation columns to 
the page, but the page size was later 
slightly enlarged and it was in time 
noted for its regularity as well as fov 
itj vivacity and its wit. Briggs soon be- 
came 3 factor in the association and 
held various offices, and when in '79 it 
became manifest that the race for the 
presidency was to be between him and 
James Austin Fynes of Boston, a hard 
struggle was looked for. Fynes was a 
brilliant fellow, full of dash, and active 
from the beginning In the affairs of the 
organization, and clearly entitled by 



his work and prominence to the chief 
preferment, but it was a question wheth- 
er the activity he would put into his 
campaign would overcome the high 
standing which Briggs had with Hie 
amateur editors all over the country. 
Fynes the "idol of- by gone days," had 
been a president maker; could he do as 
much for himself? He fought despei^ 
ately, and contrived almost at the last 
to convert enough resident Washington- 
ians to land the much coveted prize, 
but Briggs triumphed in a close con- 
test. Briggs' administration was an ac- 
tive and a creditable one. 

Mr. Briggs, who is still employed by 
the government in Washington, con- 
tinues to hold dear the memories of his 
amateur days and has taken quite a part 
in recent years in the affairs of the "old 
boys' " organization, the Fossils. 
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WILL L. WRIGHT 
5th Proiident 



Th« 1880 convention of the National 
Amateur Press Association held at Cin- 
cinnati, was responsible for giving the 
association three more names for ita 
presidential roster. The first of these 
was that of Will L. Wright, of the 
Egyptian Star, Cairo, 111. His term was 
brief — very brief. In fact it scarcely 
lasted more fhan a minute! He had 
been a candidate for the office in oppo- 
sition to Thomas G. Harrison, of the 
Welcome Viiitor, Indianapolis, and on 
the balloting received twenty votes to 
Harrison's eleven. 'Midst the applause 
of his exultant supporters, he thanked 
the convention and then resigned the 
office, explaining afterward that per- 
sonal circumstances had so shaped 
themselves that his early retirement 
from the 'Dom was inevitable. Harri- 
son was then elected by acclamation. 
While some may st'll hold that Wright's 
name should not be on the presidential 



roster, the fact is that the association 
has itself taken the affirmative action. 
And no one conversant with "amateur 
history" will undertake to deny that his 
name adds lustre to the list. 

Wright started his Esyptian Star in 
1877 and it was from the start one of 
the liveliest papers of them all. It 
was printed on rose tinted and later on 
cream colored paper, each page consist- 
ing of two columns of type, regular 
newspaper size. There is a tradition 
that Oliver Optic (William T. Adams) 
promised to dedicate one of his stories 
to a leading amateur journalist and that 
the choice fell on Wright. Wright held 
various offices in the various press asso- 
ciations, and was vice-president of the 
National Amateur Press Association in 
which capacity he opened the Cincinnati 
convention. He died, several years ago, 
while residing in California. 
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THOMAS C. HARRISON 



6th Pr«(iflenl 



Thomas G. Harrison, the sixth presi- 
dent of the National Amateur Press 
Association became an amateur editor 
in 1876, his first venture being the 
Indian Boy, which he issued jointly 
with Will R. Perrin. He followed it 
with a paper entirely his own, which he 
named the Welccnoe VUitor, and the 
VUitor as it was eventually called 
proved at various times to be a recog- 
nized factor in fhe history of the asso- 
ciation. Its span of life measured over 
ten years. Besides his own paper his ac- 
tivity was also evidenced by numerous 
articles contributed to the amateur 
press over the pen name of "Nameless." 
His greatest service to the association, 
(lowever, was the publication of his still 
celebrated book: "The Career and Rem- 
iniscences of an Amateur Journalist," 
which saw the light in 1883, and con- 
tisted of 330 pages. It is generally 
known as "Harrison's Career," and 
copies are now hard to get and are 
eagerly sought after. 



Besides being chosen president of the 
National at Cincinnati, in 1880, he has 
held many oftices in the various amateur 
associations, some of which are: Presi- 
dent of the Western Amateur Press 
Association (1878); first vice-president 
of the Editors' Lyceum (1878); official 
editor of National Amateur Press Associ- 
ation (1883); executive judge, (1884). 
In spite of his inactivity after his elec- 
tion as president of our association, Mr. 
Harrison endeared himself to the mem- 
bers on more than one occasion when 
the circumstances called for the leader- 
ship of a -strong personality. He ren- 
dered distinguished service in the effort 
to right the great wrong to Henry E. 
Legler, due to the ballot fraud at the 
New York convention of 1883, and the 
result was in no small degree due to his 
efforts. Mr. Harrison was bom at In- 
dianapolis, in November, 1860. He was 
Great Chief of Records, of Great Coun- 
cil of Indiana, Improved Order of Red 
Men. Thomas G. Harrison died July 
29, 1911. 
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THOMAS H. PARSONS 

7 th Presiilcnt 



The Cincinnati (1880) convention of 
the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion may be set down as a. president 
maker. It elected Will L. Wright, who 
at once resigned. It then chose Thomas 
G. Harriaon in his stead, who later be- 
came inactive, leaving Thomas H. Par- 
sons, the First Vice-President, nominally 
at the head of the administration. Not 
much activity was shown during the 
term 1880-81, but as Parsons presided 
at the Buffalo convention of 1881, his 
name in after years was given a place on 
the roster of National Amateur Press 
Association Presidents. Mr. Parsons 
was bom at St. Catherines, Ont, in 
1860, of American parents. Later the 
family removed to Buffalo, N. Y. His 
first paper, The Senlinel, was issued in 
December, 1877, the name being later 
changed to the Amateur Blade. Later 
still it was called Our BUdtt. In all 
nearly sixty numbers appeared. He 



also wrote proliflcally under the name 
of "Old Sledge." During 1878 he was 
official editor of the New York State 
Amateur Press Association, being re- 
elected in 1880. In 1879, he was re- 
cording secretary of the Eastern Ama- 
teur Press Association and later official 
editor. At the Cincinnati convention of 
the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion he was chosen First Vice-Presi- 
dent, and in 1883, at New York, Treas- 
urer. He was also an amateur printer, 
printing other papers besides his own. 
IWr. Parsons' writings were mostly in a 
humorous vein, for a praiseworthy 
specimen of which the reader is referred 
to his article in the National Amateur 
for June, 1882, entitled "The Light 
Side of the Last Convention." He 
died in Buffalo in July, 1892, at the 
same time that the National convention 
was being held there. 
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FRANK NEWTON REEVE 
Stk President 



It was in 1881 that the National Ama- 
teur Prea8 Association reached the low- 
est ebb in its history. And just at that 
moment it had the good luck or the good 
sense to call to the presidential chair 
the strongest man that ever served it. 
This man was Frank Newton Reeve, of 
Newark, N. J., publisher (and printer) 
of the justly famed Indepmident Time*. 
By his accession new life came to the 
association and it was saved from a 
most humiliating death. When the 
time for the convention, in July of that 
year (in Buffalo), arrived, but fifteen 
amateurs responded to the roll call. 
Disloyal ones talked of a new associa- 
tion. On Reeve's door at the conven- 
tion someone had pinned a placard read- 
ing, "The National Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation is dead!" Reeve's gritty answer 
was, "The National Amateur Press As- 
sociation must and shall survive 1" Able 
oflicial associates were given him and at 
once the old ship made response to his 
master helmsmanahip. Interest rekin- 



dled. New papers appeared. New re- 
spect was aroused. And at Detroit the 
following year there was a convention 
attendance of nearly forty. Reeve's 
indomitable will and unflagging toil had 
compelled activity. The International 
Amateur Authors' Association had prac- 
tically "died aborning." The revival of 
the National Amateur Press Association 
was signalized by the appearance just 
before the Detroit convention of the 
famous St. Nicholu article (in the issue 
for July, 1882). A special photograph 
of the convention was taken for the 
magazine and this was given in a second 
article that appeared in the issue for 
July, 1883. 

Reeve was bom in 1859. He begun 
his career as a puzzler in 1874, in Mun- 
ro's GirU and Boy* of Americk over the 
name of "Ned Battles." The same 
periodical published his portrait in 1876, 
which put the amateurs "on his trail." 
In 1877 he attended the Long Branch 
convention of the National Amateur 



18 



EX-PllBSIDENTS OP THE NATIONAL AMATEUR PRESS ASSOCIATION 



Press Association and a year later start- 
ed his typographically perfect Indew 
pendent Times. In 1880 he command- 
ed the forces in the successful cam- 
paign of Will Wright for the presidency, 
showing skill and organizing ability. 
He was himself unanimously given the 
(first vice-presidency, and had previously 
held the office of corresponding secre- 
tary. He also held the offices of presi- 
dent of the New Jersey Amateur Press 



Association, first vice-president of the 
Metropolitan, and recording secretary 
of the Eastern. He was urged for a 
second term as president of the Nation- 
al, but respected the unwritten law rule 
and declined. Reeve died in 1888, 
while traveling salesman for a New 
York jewelry house. He was a man of 
rare personal magnetism and through- 
out his career had many loyal friends 
and few real enemies. 
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FINLAY A. GRANT 
9th Preiidflnt 



The National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion went to Canada for its ninth pres- 
ident, and fared extremely well in the 
selertion of Finlay Amon Grant, who 
had won distinction as the (^cial edi- 
tor of the Reeve administration. Grant, 
while not brilliant, was more than a 
plodder; he was a driver — tireless, per- 
sistent, enthusiastic. His administra- 
tion reflected these qualities and was in 
■every way creditable; indeed, he may 
be almost called the original strenuous 
president. 

Grant was bom at Sunny Brae, Pic- 
ton Co., Nova Scotia, in August, 1862. 
He became interested in Amateur Jour- 
nalism in 1876, while attending the New 
Glasgow high school, but his first work 
was as a puzzler. In 1378, he joined 
with George E. Frye, of Halifax, in is- 
suing Th« YouuK Bluenoie, following it 
up, upon its suspension, with The 
Punching Judy, under his own editor- 
ship. This, in turn, made way for The 
Bo]r>' Folio, the paper with which his 



name is most closely identified. This 
latter paper appeared regularly down to 
1881, at about which time he was also 
associated on The Younx No*a Scotian. 
Grant was probably the first amateur 
to make recruiting a passion. Due to 
his efforts, as well as others, Nova Sco- 
tia developed great activity, and this 
resulted finally in his successful attempt 
to get for the Canadian amateurs regu- 
lar admission into the National Amateur 
Press Association (this action was taken 
at the Cincinnati Convention of 1880). 
He organized the Nova Scotia Amateur 
Press Association and was twice its 
president. At the Buffalo Convention 
of 1881, he was made olficial editor of 
the National Amateur Preas Association, 
and at Detroit, the following year, was 
the papular and successful candidate for 
the presidency. It is not only a not- 
able fact that the famous St. Nicholai 
article of that year contained his por- 
itrait, but also that he had no little part 
also in inspiring the article. After 
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his turn as president he remained ac- 
tive for several years and up to the time 
of his death in 1897, was more or less in 
touch with the 'Dom. At the time of the 
Boston Convention in 1885, he was unit- 



ed in marriage to Amateurdom's poet- 
ess, Bertha York, of Michigan. At the 
time of his death they were residents of 
Fargo, North Dakota. 
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WILLARD OTIS WYLIE 
10th Preaiilent 



Willard Otis Wylte, whose name 
comes tenth on the National Amateur 
Press Association presidential roster, 
was bom in Newburyport, Mass., in 
1862. His paper, Coldan Momsnte, 
published from Beverly, Mass., held a 
leading place among the amateur jour- 
nals from 1879 to 1883. It was attrac- 
tive typographically as well as notable 
for its editorial excellence. From 1883 
to 1384 he was associated with Howard 
K. Sanderson on Our Complimenla. 
Mr. Wylie's devotion to amateur jour- 
nalism soon brought him into political 
prominence and he was elected presi- 
dent of the Massachusetts Amateur 
Press Association in 1882 and president 
of the New England Amateur Press 
Association the year following. His 
campaign for the National Amateur 
Press A'ssociation presidency in 1883, 
with Charles E. A. Watkins as manager, 
was vigorously waged and apparently 
ended in victory. Mr. Wylie reckoned 
among his supporters such amateurs as 



J. E. Gleason, W. T. Scofield, James J. 
O'Connell, Truman J. Spencer, Charles 
B. Burger, Charles Heywood, H. K. 
Sanderson, Joseph Dana Miller, and Al- 
bert E. Barker, and had a large' newspa- 
per support. In the convention at New 
York the proxy committee reported 13 
votes for Wylie and 16 for Henry E, 
Legler of Milwaukee. The convention 
vote was 31 for Wylie and 25 for Leg- 
ler, and the former was thereupon de- 
clared elected. Scarcely had Mr. Wylie 
settled down to the work of the office, 
however, than it became known that a 
number of Legler ballots had been se- 
cretly destroyed in the proxy committee 
at New York and that this changed the 
election. There was consternation 
throughout the 'Dom, and although no 
blame was attached to Mr. Wylie, he 
found his administration so unsettled 
that, for the sake of harmony, he ten- 
dered his resignation. Here a sort of 
Gilbert and Sullivan situa'tion was en- 
countered. The constitution only per- 
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mitted a president to resign for inac- 
tivity. And he had issued his paper 
regularly and attended to his duties. 
As his resignation could not be legally 
accepted he remained nominally the 
president until the Milwaukee conven- 
tion the following July. That conven- 
tion declared Mr. Legler to have been 
elected and place him upon the list of 
presidents, and a subsequent convention 
restored Mr. Wylie's name. As has al- 
ready been indicated, Mr. Wylie was in 
no way a party to the fraud at New 
York, as was admitted by his most par- 
tisan opponents. Moreover ,he has ex- 



pressed himself to the effect that the 
Milwaukee convention justly righted a 
great wrong. 

Mr. Wylie never lost interest in the 
association. He has attended the con- 
ventions of 1883, 1889, 1890, 1891, 
1892, 1894, 1900, 1907. At the con- 
vention of 1891 he was made an execu- 
tive judge. He has for many years 
ibeen prominent in the national temper- 
ance cause, and was recently the candi- 
date of the Prohibitionists for Gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts. He is at pres- 
ent managing editor of the Mekeel's 
Stamp News, and resides in Boston. 
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HENRY £. LECLER 
11 lb Prcciilont 



Already a notable in oar little world, 
the election of Henry E. Letter to the 
Presidency of the resuscitated Western 

Amateur Press Association, at the De- 
troit National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion convention in 1882, brought his 
name forward as a leading presidential 
possibilicy in the national body. There 
was no denying his insistent friends 
and admirers. A strong man was need- 
ed to keep the National on the high 
road of success, and it was seen that 
Legler possessed all the qualify cations 
needed — courage, dignity, in'tellectuaU 
ity, loyalty and enthusiastic diligence- 
He was employed in professional news- 
paper work at Winona, Minn., and while 
the West would consider him its candi- 
date, all sections would doubtless fur- 
nish supporters for him, and so it 
turned out. The campaign began early 
in the new year Charles G. Steele, 
official editor at the time, announced 
h!s withdrawal from the race and the 
contest narrowed down to Legler on the 



one side and Willard O. Wylie, of Bev- 
erly, Mass., on the other — James B. H. 
Storms, of New Jersey, also running. 
The Legler campaign was managed by 
Harry E. Batsford, of New York, and 
the Wylie campaig^i first by John 
Fischer of Buffalo, but later by Charles 
K. A. Watkyns, of New York, Fischer 
having been dismissed for attempted 
irregularities in connection with the 
the membership rolls. At fhe New 
York convention (July, 1883), after a 
closely contested struggle Wylie was the 
apparent winner, but shortly after the 
adjournment of that meeting it devel- 
oped that two "over ardent" Wylieites, 
Fischer and Frank Martin, had de- 
stroyed enough Legler ballots in the 
proxy committee to change the result 
A year of bitter discussion ensued and 
at the Milwaukee convention of 1884 
the great wrong was righted, so far as 
it lay in the convention's power to right 
it, and Legler's name was placed upon 
the presidential roster. 
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Henry E. Legler was bom in Paler- 
mo, Italy, of Italian and Swiss parent- 
age, in 1861. He removed with his par- 
ents to this country and made his bow to 
amateurdom in 1878 by issuing The 
Tidal WaTe, from Memphis, Tenn. In 
1879, a year later, being then a resident 
of LaCrosse, Wis., he changed the name 
of his paper to the Censor. Becoming 
a newspaper man at Winona, Minnesota, 
he some time later launched an amateur 
paper called Tlie Idler, which immedi- 
ately put him in the front rank as an 
editor. Subsequent to the Detroit con- 
vention he removed to Milwaukee to 
take up reportorial work on the Daily 
Sentinel, and from that city sent 
forth his well-known La Caprice and 
Blades o' Grass, the latter entirely de- 
voted to amateur literature. In 1884 
he was for a time associated with 
Frederick Heath on the latter's Stars' 



and Stripes. Besides being a National 
President he has served the Association 
as an executive judge and held at 
various times offices in minor associa- 
tions. 

Mr. Legler's first public office was 
that of proof reader for the Wisconsin 
Senate in 1881. He remained in news- 
paper life up to 1889, being at that time 
city editor of the Milwaukee Sentinel. 
Friends put him forward for the secre- 
taryship of the Milwaukee public 
schools, and he was elected by the di- 
rectors. He served with signal ability, 
and in 1901 resigned to become secre- 
tary of the Wisconsin Free Library 
Commission, in which wider field he did 
splendid service. Mr. Legler died 
at Chicago, 111., in the fall of 1917, clos- 
ing a most successful career as Librarian 
of the City of Chicago. 
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FINLAY A. GRANT 

9th Pretident 



The National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion went to Canada for its ninth pres- 
ident, and fared extremely well in the 
selection of Finlay Arnon Grant, who 
had won distinction as the official edi- 
tor of the Reeve administration. Grant, 
while not brilliant, was more than a 
plodder; he was a driver — tireless, per- 
sistent, enthusiastic. His administra- 
tion reflected these qualities and was in 
«very way creditable; indeed, he may 
be almost called the original strenuous 
president. 

Grant was bom at Sunny Brae, Pic- 
ton Co., Nova Scotia, in August, 1862. 
He became interested in Amateur Jour- 
nalism in 1876, while attending the New 
Glasgow high school, but his first work 
was Bs B puzzler. In 1878, he joined 
with George E. Frye, of Halifax, in is- 
suing The Youns Bluenoia, following it 
Up, upon its suspension, with The 
Punckioc Judjr, under his own editor- 
ship. This, in turn, made way for The 
Bo7>* Folio, the paper with which his 



name is most closely identified. This 
latter paper appeared regularly down to 
1881, at about which time he was also 
associated on Tbe Yauag Nots Scotian. 
Grant was probably the first amateur 
to make recruiting a passion. Due to 
his efforts, as well as others. Nova Sco- 
tia developed great activity, and this 
resulted finally in his successful attempt 
to get for the Canadian amateurs regu- 
lar admission into the National Amateur 
Press Association (this action was taken 
at the Cincinnati Convention of 1880). 
He organized the Nova Scotia Amateur 
Press Association and was twice its 
president. At the Buffalo Convention 
of 1881, he was made official editor of 
the National Amateur Press Association, 
and at Detroit, the following year, was 
the popular and successful candidate for 
the presidency. It is not only a not- 
able fact that the famous St. Nicholai 
article of that year contained his por- 
itrait, but also that he had no little part 
also in inspiring the article. After 
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spirit to the convention, but Stowell 
won out by a vote of 22 to 10. The 
day before Stowell had been elected 
president of the Western, for which he 
had been a candidate for some months. 

The new president of the National 
left the convention with the best of in- 
tentions. But a malady of the lungs 
began to develop and he hastened to 
California. Meanwhile his oflBce was 
neglected, and the executive judges 



finally found it necessary to declare it 
vacant and to advance Vice-President 
Heath to the position. Stowell grew 
gradually worse as time went on, for 
the medical profession did not' under- 
stand tuberculosis and the curative 
value of fresh air as they do today, and 
he finally died at Pomona, Calif., Feb. 
6, 1888, his melancholy end coming as a 
great shock to his many friends, who 
had supposed he was mending. 
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FREDERIC HEATH 
13th Preiident 



Frederick Heath was fhe thirteenth 
president of the National Amateur 
Press Association, succeeding President 
Stoweil. Nixon's history says that 
Heath was one of the hardest workers 
that ever filled the executive chair and 
this activity that guided the association 
during the "Halcyon days returned" 
was the result of the deep belief which 
Heath held in the cause of amat'eur 
journalism. In his first message, he 
made the timely recommendation that 
all documents of value be printed in the 
National Amateur so as to insure their 
preservation. He alao initiated the idea 
of officially preserving a file of the offi- 
cial organ, and himself collected aucb 
a file, fairly complete, and turned it 



over to the Boston convention of 1885. 
He also helped to get the postal pound 
rates restored for amateurs during his 
term. The Boston convention that 
closed his administration had an atten- 
dance of over seventy and was one of 
the most successful ever held. Shortly 
afterward Heath, run down by over- 
work, went to Florida for his heahh, 
where he remained a year. 

Mr. Heath was bom in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, in 1864, and he took to jour- 
nalism "as a duck takes to water." As 
early as his tenth year, he indulged in 
making-up little music manuscript mag- 
azines for home and neighborhood circu- 
lation. At the age of fourteen, he be- 
came the possessor of a small Model 
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printing press and printed a little maga- 
zine called Our Enterprise, cop'es of 
which are still preserved. In 1882, he 
became aware of amateur journalism 
through the St. Nicholas article and 
straightaway issued his Stars and 
Stripe*, printing it upon an old Novelty 
press. As a result of correspondence 
with Frank N. Reeve and others, he at- 
tended the National convention at De- 
troit — the first of twelve National 
conventions which he attended during 
his career. A second Stripes was issued 
after the convention and then he began 
again, issuing the paper in the form in 
which it became familiar to the 'Dom, 
Century size, illustrated heading, etc., a 
size which was continued when it was 
taken over by John T. Nixon, years af- 
terward. Heath induced Henry E. Leg- 
ler to remove to Milwaukee in the fall 
of 1882 and between them they built up 
the remarkable Milwaukee activity of 
1883-5, greatly aided by an exhibit of 
amateur journalism which he made at 
the Milwaukee Industrial Exposition 
that year and the next. Milwaukee be- 
came the banner city, with a large local 
membership and over a dozen papers. 
Besides the presidency of the National, 
he has held among others, the following 
offices: First Vice-President, Recording 
Secretary, Official Editor, and Executive 
Judge in the National Amateur Press 



Association; and Official Editor and Re- 
cording Secretary in the Western Ama- 
teur Press Association. He captured 
the Historian Laureateship in 1885. He 
was the proposer (1884) of the Century 
size uniform page plan for amateur 
papers by which many were led to Issue 
in a size that permitted them to be 
bound together by years for preserva- 
tion. Mr. Heath was toastmaster at the 
banquet of the Milwaukee, Wis., (1908) 
convention, and also indexed the 
twenty-two volumns of the National 
Amateur. He played a very positive 
part in the 'Dom and had many enemies 
&'3 well as many friends. 

Since leaving the 'Dom, he has been 
in professional journalism and is now 
editor of the Social-Democratic Herald, 
a paper of national circulation. In 
1900 he was a candidate for Mayor of 
Milwaukee and later served as an alder- 
man in the Common Council. He was a 
member of the Milwaukee Charter con- 
vention and later was elected in the 
city at large a member of the Milwau- 
kee School Board. In 1901 he was na- 
tional chairman of the Social-Demo- 
cratic party, now the Socialist Party, 
and secretary of its national nominating 
convention at Chicago. Mr. Heath, at 
present, is Supervisor of his district and 
prominent in official life. 
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DENNIE AUSTIN SULLIVAN 
14th Pr«aid«nt 



Dennie A. Sullivan be^n his career 
in 1875, the year before the National 
was bom, by issuing: from his home 
town, Lowell, Mass., Tbe Boy* of Low- 
ell. The name is suggestive of the or- 
igin of his interest in the cause, as the 
senaationa! professional boys' papers, 
such as The Bo7> of New York, ran 
columns of the persoiiat doings of the 
amateur journalists of that day, and im- 
itative amateurs launched amateur 
Bo7> of Gotham*, Boji of Pkiladelphiu, 
etc., all over the country. However, 
when the fight in the ranks against the 
sensational sheel^ for boys was begun a 
few years later we find that Sullivan 
was one of the leaders in the crusade. 
The movement gained so much force 
that the Long Branch convention of 
1877 declared against this class of pro- 
fessional sheets and the semi-hoodlum 
influence they were alleged to be bring- 
ing into the organization. 

Sullivan soon changed his Boyt of 
Lowoll to The AdTocalo, later to The 



Youni America, and then to The Index, 

this later paper assuming prominence in 
the little world of letters and being re- 
puted for its fine typographical appear^ 
ance and the dignity and high tone of its 
editorials. 

He joined the National Amftteur 
Press Association in 1878 and that same 
year proposed what he called the Index 
system, as a modification of the National 
Amateur Press Association constitution, 
which was substantially embodied in 
that document at the Chicago conven- 
tion of that year. Because of ill health 
he suspended The Index in 1880 and re- 
mained inactive until 1884, when Th* 
Index burst forlSi with doubled page 
size and imposing appearance. The 
next year the name was changed to The 
Youth. 

While chiefly devoting his time to 
editorial work and essay writing, Mr. 
Sullivan gave some thought to amateur 
politics. In 1880, just before his re- 
tirement, he was elected president of the 
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New England Amateur Journalists* As- 
sociation and served creditably. 

In 1885 he became a candidate for 
president of the National Amateur Press 
Association and was the successful con- 
testant in what turned out to be one of 
the hottest and most bitter campaigns in 
the association's entire history, both be- 
fore or since. Personalities had full 
rein, and the 'Dom was stirred from 
center to circumference. He found 
himself opposed by some of the ama- 
teurs of New England, which, together 
with the fact that his opponent, Mr. 
Heath, had at least two very active 
opponents in his home city, Milwaukee, 
contributed no little feeling to the con- 
test. On behalf of Mr. Sullivan his 
campaign managers issued a large cam- 
paign sheet called The Gracchi, and the 
other side presented a like sheet called 
the Frederic Faries Heath. The sharp- 



ness of the struggle was shown also by 
the result, for the count of noses and 
proxies at Boston (July, 1885), showed 
Mr. Sullivan the victor by three votes. 

Mr. Sullivan's term of office was un- 
eventful and entirely creditable. The 
National Amateur during his term of 
office was printed in his own profes- 
siorial printing office at Lowell. On re- 
tiring from the 'Dom a second time, Mr. 
Sullivan devoted himself to the printing 
trade, and was latterly, for a time em- 
ployed in the printing office of ex-Presi- 
dent Heins, in New York City. 



A letter received under date of Oct. 
21, 1909, from Rev. Denis A. Sullivan, 
Church of the Immaculate Conception, 
Columbus Park, Lowell, Mass., says: "I 
believe the Dennie Sullivan you refer to 
is dead, died some months ago. He 
was some time a journalist in Lowell.' 
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J. H. IVES MUNRO 
15th PreaUent 



J. H, Ives Monro, fifteenth president 
of the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion was bom in New Glasgow, N. S., in 
1862, and entered amateurdom from the 
same city in 1882 with Our Standard, aa 
part of the New Glasgow recruiting. In 
1883, when Pinlay A. Grant returned to 
New Glasgow from a short residence in 
the United SUtea, Grant's Boyi* Folio 
was resurrected and Munro became one 
of the editorial staff. In 1886 he again 
edited a paper all his own, which he 
called Canada and which took front 
rank. Mr. Munro pursued hia amateur 
career with spirit and devotion and was 
popular and omnipresent. In 1885 
he W83 founder and first president of 
the Canadian Amateur Press Associa- 
tion, and had held highest offices in the 
New Glasgow club, which had been or- 
ganized at his home, as the first amateur 
organization in Canada. He attended 
the. Boston convention of the National 
Amateur Press Association in 1885 
where he served as corresponding secre- 
tary, and the same year was made 
treasurer of the Eastern, All in all, he 
says he has traveled 8,000 miles in at- 
tending conventions of the National. 

Following the Boston convention of 
1885 matters official had been moving 
rather slowly, the National Amataur 



when it appeared came out in a poor 
typographical form, and even the politi- 
cal pot bubbled in a listless way. Va- 
rious candidates appeared and disap- 
peared and finally late in the following 
year Mr. Munro got in the running and 
rallied a large following. Although the 
convention was but two months away 
and there was not much time for organ- 
izing an opposition, some amateurs un- 
favorably inclined to Munro, centered 
on Heath as the most likely to achieve 
a formidable opposition, and the 
"Heathens," still bitter over their candi- 
date's narrow defeat at Boston, put on 
their war paint for an eleventh-hour 
battle. The convention was held at 
San Francisco, and neither candidate 
was present. Munro led on the proxies, 
but Heath had the larger convention fol- 
lowing. By the absence of the treas- 
urer's bookg, which permitted the 
counting of some proxies cast by non- 
members, the election escaped being 
cast into the convention and Munro 
triumphantly won out by a combined 
proxy and convention vote of 50 to 44, 
There was great enthusiasm and ex- 
citement at the convention. 

President Munro's administration was 
a placid one save for one incident. A 
number of literary amateurs attempted 
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to found a rival association called the 
Literary Lyceum of America and to de- 
cree the death of the old association. 
But this was successfully resisted by the 
administration and the amateurs at 
large, and the leaders of the new move 
later on acknowledged their error and 
were rein^ted. A National Amateur 
Press Association Year Book, which 
Munro had proposed, made its appear- 
ance during his term, and a second 
volume was issued a year later. 

President Munro remained active af- 
ter stepping down from office, although 
not as the publisher of a paper, and at- 
tended several National Amateur Press 



Association conventions, and in 1897 
made a tHp to Great Britain where he 
attended the conventions of the British 
Amateur Press Association and the 
Scottish Amateur Press Association. 
While abroad he was united in marriage 
to Agnes S. Mungo, of Glasgow, who 
was the official editor of the Scottish 
Amateur. On arriving in New York 
they met a warm welcome and at a ban- 
quet in Boston were presented with a 
fine marble clock. They resided at 
Winnepeg, Manitoba, where Mr. Munro 
was one of the substantial citizens, and 
where he passed away January 16, 1918. 
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SAMUEL S. STINSON 
IStk Pratidaut 



Samuel S. Stinson was elected in 1887 
at Philadelphia to succeed J. H. Ives 
Munro. Out of a very disappointing 
convention, in which politics that would 
disgrace a Bowery district was domin- 
ant, the association got a good presi- 
dent. On a very flimsy technicality the 
proxy vote was thrown out uncounted. 
Although it was known that Will S. 
Moore of San Francisco had a good lead 
over Michael P. Boechat of Buffalo, 
the presidency was thrown into the 
convention and after several declina- 
tions was literally forced upon Stinaon. 
The convention, in very shame, ad- 
journed at the first opportunity, the an- 
nual banquet and the sight seeing were 
given up, and President Stinson began 
thus the difficult administration of a dis- 
gusted amateurdom. But he acquitted 
himself well. He especially encouraged 
the literary side of amateur journalism 
and the effort was salutary. A bi- 
monthly National Amateur was issued, 



ably edited by Prank D. Woollen. The 
stand-bys of the movement increased 

their activity and there was a notable 
output of papers. This activity pro- 
duced a large convention at Chicago the 
following July, at which meeting ama- 
teurdom tried to undo the wrong com- 
mitted at Philadelphia by placing the 
name of Will S. Moore on the presiden- 
tial roster. 

Mr. Stinson was bom in Newton, Pa., 
but a few years later his family removed 
to Philadelphia. He became interested 
in amateur journalism at the early age 
of 13, as a writer of -stories and poems. 
He won a prize award from Frank Les- 
lie's Boy*' and Cirli' Waaldy, and later 
had several of his poems and humorous 
rhymes accepted by Life, Puck and 
Judse, as well as his contributions to 
the amateur press. Later Mr. Stinson 
took to professional journalism and has 
had a notable career. He began on the 
Philadelphia Rocord, put in two years 
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on the New York Herald and then re- declining years — many years from now. 

turned to Philadelphia. His witticisms The Inland Printer some time ago, de- 

and verses are not confined to the voted two pages to Stinson's poetry and 

Record by any means and are frequent- humor in a series of articles on notable 

ly met with in the magazines and na- American poets and humorists, giving 

tional weekly publications. He built specimens of his work and according 

himself a home at Greenwood Lake, him great praise. 
New York, where he plans to spend his 
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WILL S. MOORE 
17th Pretident 



Athwart the Boston convention of 
1885 there flashed a youth who actually 
exceeded the preconceived notions of 
him — it is often the other way. " 'Fris- 
co in '86" was his slogan. The ama- 
teurs had heard it through correspond- 
ence and the amateur press, but when 
Will S. Moore, effervescent and irrepres- 
sible, suddenly appeared in their midst 
they considered the matter settled and 
figured San P^ancisco a winner beyond 
all doubt for next National convention 
seat. And so it befell. No single- 
handed convention boomer ever won out 
80 surely and the knowing ones saw fu- 
tfure presidential timber in this likeable 
youth from the Pacific. The San Fran- 
cisco convention of the following year 
was too local in color to be a success, 
and Moore might have carried the day 
there, but his friends bided their time. 
They put him forward the next year and 
he became at once the favorite candi- 
date. It seemed as if the Philadelphia 



convention had only to count the votes 
and declare him elected. But this was 
not what took place. The same type of 
New York amateur was in the conven- 
tion that brought about the infamous 
defeat of Legler only five years before. 
Que^onable methods eliminated Moore 
from the race and the choice was thrown 
open to blind chance. It had been 
found that some of the duplicate 
proxies had been opened by mistake, 
but the integrity of the custodian, Je- 
rome Bull, was not for an instant ques- 
tioned. Taking advantage of this the 
sinister elements in the convention put 
forward Wolffe, a New York amateur, 
to play their cards for them. He con- 
tended that the proxies were illegal. 
Another New York amateur was in the 
chair and so ruled. Then Wolffe moved 
to aijj'oum to midnight.. This was 
quickly passed and thus many of the lo- 
cal Moore men, whose homes were at 
a distance, were gotten rid of. 
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When the midnight session was held, 
however, Michael F. Boechat, the oppos- 
ing candidate against Moore, scorned to 
take advantage of the parliamentary 
trickery that was to giye him the advan- 
tage and his denunciation of tha prime 
movers produced one of the most dra- 
matic scenes ever witnessed at a national 
convention. 

Many others declined also and the pres- 
idency was finally forced on Sam S. Stin- 
son, as related in the preceding sketch. 

Outraged amateurdom was not slow to 
make its feelings known relative to the 
Philadelphia infamy and to those who had 
abetted it. So definite was the demand 
that the stain be in some way removed that 
at the Chicago convention the following 



July, ex-President Henry E. Legler moved 
that Moore's name be added to the presi- 
dential roster following that of Stinson 
(who had made an excellent president) and 
the motion prevailed. 

Will Moore began his amateur career as 
a thumb-nailer, but before long was issuing 
one of the leading papers of his time, the 
Pacific Co lira tit. It was of four and six 
pages, three columns to the page, and was 
a model typographically as well as regard- 
ing regularity of issue. Moore was elected 
first vice-president of the National in 1885 
and in 1886 was chairman of the executive 
judges. He was largely the life of the San 
Francisco movement to his time and hi'A 
various local offices. 

He died in February, 1896. 
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ALBERT E. BARKER 
ISth Pmidant 



Albert E. Barker might have been the 
twelfth president of the National, but 
fate decided otherwise. It held him in 
reserve six full years and then placed 
upon his more matured brow the glow- 
ing crown which so many had "justed" 
for. He was bom in Joliet, 111., March 
27, 1864, and removed to Judsonia, 
Ark., in 1873. In 1881 he became in- 
terested in amateur journalism through 
an amateur law society. In December 
of that year he and a friend named 
Charles D. James issued the first num- 
ber of The Amateur Newi. With ita 
sixth issue Mr. James retired and the 
name was changed to The Journal. Mr. 
Barker was later editor-in-chief of The 
Excha use- Journal, and it became the 
Journal with which he was identified in 
the minda of the amateurs from that 
time on. Meantime he took an interest 
in the association and was elected third 
vice-president of the National, '83. The 
account of his candidacy for the presi- 
dency before the National convention at 



Milwaukee in 1884 will be found in a 
preceding chapter in connection with the 
biography of Pres. Stowell, of this se- 
ries, and it need not be repeated here. 
In 1887 he was appointed laureate re- 
corder and in 1889 a member of the 
then Judiciary committee. 

The contest for the presidency in 
1888 lay between Mr. Barker (who had 
moved to Chicago, 111.,) and Frank Den- 
mark Woollen, who had served most 
creditably as ofticial editor under the 
Stinson administration. Barker was 
elected by a combined convention and 
proxy vote of 55 to 48. The conven- 
tion, which was held at the Tremont 
House, Chicago, was notable for the 
wildness of the partisanship over the 
presidential conflict, and is abruptly 
adjourned after the election amidst con- 
siderable confusion. The Barker ad- 
ministration that followed was rather 
eventless, although the executive had 
matters well in hand, and it was notable 
for a very fine volume of the National 
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Amateur during the official year, due to sides in Chicago and has never entirely 
the happy choice of Truman J. Spencer lost hia interest in the association, al- 
as official editor. Mr. Barker still re- though immersed in business cares. 
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LOUIS KEMPNER 

19th Preiident 



The nineteenth president of the Na- 
tional Amateur Press Association waa 
bom August 4, 1862. He entered the 
ranks of amateur journalism by way of 
puzzledom; having contributed to sev- 
eral puzzle departments during the year 



de plui 



"Web- 



edited 
(lonthly, 



1880 under the 

Early in the year 1881, h 
The Nonpareil, an eight-page 
National Amateur size. His career in 
our little world commenced with this 
publication and he was active constant- 
ly from that time until his term as presi- 
ident of the National Amateur Press 
Association in July, 1890, when he re- 
tired from the ranks for all time. His 
best publication was The Union Lance. 

In thfi history of amateur journalism 
during that decade, Kempner took a 



prominent part and it is safe to eay, a 
most creditable one. 

Kempner is best known as a forceful 
editorial writer and as an organizer. 
He did much toward keeping in the 
active ranks the beat writers of prose 
and verse during his liime. He spent 
liberally of his limited means to publish 
good amateur literature. He attend- 
ed the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion convention held in Buffalo, 1881; 
supported Prank Newton Reeve and 
Finlay Arnon Grant for president and 
official editor, respectively. He was 
elected their vice-president at that con- 
vention. He attended the Detroit con- 
vention, 1882, New York, 1883, Milwau- 
kee, 1884, and Boston, 1885. 

Upon the death of President Stowell, 
who was succeeded by Vice-President 



40 



EX-PRESIDENTS OF THE NATIONAL AMATEUR PRESS ASSOCIATION 



Heath, the executive judges, Thomas G. 
Harrison, chairman, appointed Kempner 
first vice-president. At' Boston in 1885 
President Heath was candidate for re- 
election and Kempner as first vice-pres- 
ident presided at all sessions until Sulli- 
van was installed. It has been fre- 
quently said of Kempner's work as pre- 
siding officer: "To his fair and impartial 
rulings, to his thorough knowledge of 
parliamentary practice, to his deter- 
mined stand that the proxy votes be 
counted, can be attributed the great 
place, Boston, 1885, holds in the his- 
tory of amateur journalism." But 
Kempner made many sincere friends in 
Bo^on in 1885, and his election to the 
presidency in Buffalo, 1889, can be at- 
tributed largely to his work at the con- 
vention that elected Dennie Sullivan 
president in 1885. 



Kempner was an active worker in the 
M. A. J. C. in Pythagoras hall, that met 
weekly in Canal street, near the Bow- 
ery, of which organization he was sec- 
retary and president. In 1885, he was 
president of the Eastern Amateur 
Press Association. In 1889, Kempner's 
Union Lance won the editorial laureate- 
ship. He was chairman of a committee, 
in 1888, that entirely revised the con- 
stitution of the National Amateur Press 
Association. It was adopted at the 
convention that elected him president. 
Many of the strong features of the pres- 
ent constitution remain from the one 
Kempner drafted; two decades have 
passed since, but the main features of 
that work have survived. Today Kemp- 
ner is showing some of the spirit of his 
time in the active ranks, by his work 
for the Fossils, of which organization 
he served as treasurer for several years. 
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WILLIAM S. DUNLOP 
20tl> PraiiiUBl 



William S. Dunlop, twentieth presi- 
dent of the National Amateur Press 
Association, was bom in Milwaukee, 
Oct. 14, 1867. While attending high 
school, in 1884, Mr Dunlop's interest to 
edit and publish a paper be^an to mani- 
feat itself, and having procured a small 
printing press and some type, he began 
his career as an amateur journalist with 
a small paper called Tha MilwKukaa 
Hmald. In 1885, he took over Heath's 
Stars and Siripaa, Richard W. Hough- 
ton of Milwaukee, joining him in the ed- 
itorial work, and Heath contributing a 
Special column each week. He contin- 
ued publishing the StripM until 1887. 
At the time of his etevaliion to the 
National presidency, he was editing and 
publishing The M«»enfer, which had 
been founded by Will J. Roe, of Osh- 
hosh. Wis. Tba Matttmgmr, in Dunlop's 
hands, rated high and also enjoyed a 
name for its regularity of issue. In 
1886 he started Dunlop'i Amateur LU 
brar7, one issue of which was "The An- 
nals of Amateur Journalism in 1886." 
The size of Mr. Dunlop's later issues 
grew to such proportions that he could 
atit turn out the papers alone, and hav- 



ing set the type matter, the presswork 
was left to be done in a printing ofHce. 

On leaving school, Mr. Dunlop began 
an apprenticeship as a printer, but la- 
ter became a reporter on Tbe Evening 
WUcoDsin, which position he held for 
ten years, when he was promoted to the 
city editorship. Mr. Dunlop served as 
secretary of the Milwaukee Press Club. 
At the time of his death he was city hall 
reporter on The Milwaukae JouraBl. 

In 1890, Dunlop was elected president 
of the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion at its Indianapolis, Ind., conven- 
tion ; but, after serving his term of 
office as the chief executive of the 
National Amateur Press Associat'ion, he 
retired from active amateur work. 

During the summer of 1895, Mr. Dun- 
lop spent a few months in Europe. 
Nineteen hundred saw him a married 
man, having married Miss Edna John- 
son, besides whom he left surviving 
three children, two girls and a boy. 
Mr. Dunlop died Jan. 28, 1910, in Mil- 
waukee, the pallbearers at the funeral 
all being members of the Milwaukee 
Press Club. 
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Though not actively interested, in 
later years, Mr. Dunlop firmly believed 
in the manifold good of amateur jour- 
nalism, and enjoyed receiving papers 
from publishers who knew him during 



his active career. Having been a dra- 
matic critic, Mr. Dunlop had had occa- 
sion to meet several old-time amateurs 
now connected with the theatrical busi- 
ness. 
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DR. EDWIN B. SWIFT 
21>l Preaiaent 



Dr. Edwin B. Swift, twenty-fipat pres- 
ident of the National Amateur Press 
Association, was bom June 28, 1859. 
His first amateur paper was published 
in 1876, the year the National Amateur 
Press Association was organized. In 
1890, he was elected treasurer of the 
National at the Indianapolis convention, 
and the following year, 1891, as candi- 
date of the Literary party, he was 
elected president by the largest vote 
ever cast up to that time. He was very 
active and was soon accounted one of 
the leaders. His Hyp-rion. in 1890-2. 
was a fine publication, and his term as 
president was a vigorous one. He had a 
good deal of trouble with the inactivity 
of his official board, but surmounted all 
difficulties. Dr Swift has the distinc- 
tion of having published more issues of 
papers than any other amateur. He 
published a weekly paper, regularly for 
four years, and attended 11 conventions 
of the National during his career. 



Dr. Swift graduated from the Ohio 
College of Dental Surgery in 1886, and 
in 1891 he was appointed professor of 
operative dentistry in the Miami Dental 
College. After four years of service 
there, he resigned and went to New 
York. In 1904, he opened his own 
ofRce and has already acquired a com- 
petence, having built up his practice 
which now requires the services of two 
assistants. His hobby is amateur jour- 
nalism, and his fad, the collecting of 
diamonds. Dr. Swift's collection of 
gems comprise 16 stones now, varying 
in size from % to 4% carats. He is a 
member of the Masons, Knights of Py- 
thias, Junior Order United American 
Mechanics, The Fossils, director in the 
American Building and Loan Associa- 
tion, and is creator of the National En- 
dowment Fund. He only recently re- 
turned from a trip across the ocean, 
where he visited the English amateurs. 
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FRANK E. SCHERMERHORN 
22nd Praiidmit 



f^nk Barle Schermerhom, twenty- 
second president of the National Ama- 
teur Press Association was bom in 
Philadelphia, Dec. 1, 1870. He gradu- 
ated from the Central High school in 
1890. In 1892, he graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania, Wharton 
School of Finance and Economics and, 
in 1894, from ihe law department. He 
was admitted to the bar at Philadelphia 
in 1894 after reading law with United 
States Commissioner Henry R. Ed- 
munds. He was a member of the Sec- 
ond Troop Philadelphia City cavalry in 
1896. In 1903 he was elected captain 
and was re-elected in 1903 but has since 
retired. He commanded the troop dur- 
ing 67 days of strike duty in the coal 



regions in 1902. In the years follow- 
ing he again assumed the practice of 
law and ia now secretary of the Jae. 
Smith & Co., Inc., a woolen machinery 
company, of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mr. Schermerhorn was elected presi- 
dent of the National Amateur Press 
Association, at Philadelphia, 1891. He 
was an active member of the old Phila- 
delphia Amateur Journalists' Club until 
his retirement after the Buffalo conven- 
tion of 1892. He was its ofAcial editor 
and edited several issues of the club 
paper, Th* Clover Lmf. His most 
prominent paper was Tke l<Ual, which 
was published for yean with great reg- 
ularity. 
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TRUMAN JOSEPH SPENCER 
23rd PrMident 



Truman Joseph Spencer, twenty- 
third President of the National Ama- 
teur Press Association, was bom at 
Hartford, Conn., May 29, 1864. He en- 
tered Amat«ar Journalism in January, 
1882, publishing the AmericKn Sphinx 
re^larly each month until September, 
188B, closinff with an elaborate fare- 
well issue. In 1888, he was joint editor 
of the Ju*eB> Vade Maeum and two 
years later published the Inveitiiator 
which he continued until September, 
18S5, totalling 640 pages in all with 
many illustrations in color. Special 
iasues were the New Year's number of 
50 pages; Shakespeare issue, 60 pages; 
Christmas number, 24 pages; Conven- 
tion issue, 30 pages; Mid-Winter num- 
ber, 120 pages, (largest issue of an 
amateur journal ever issued) ; and. 
Farewell issue, 108 pages; all of Cen- 
tury size. In 1898, he published the fa- 
mous HoBorificBbilitudiBitatibua. 



Mr. Spencer gained dist'nction as a 
publisher of amateur books, having pub- 
li'-hed the following: — 

"Literary Cyclopedia of Amateur 
Journalism." Largest amateur book 
published). T. J. Spencer. 

"Verses From a Vagrant Muse," Jo- 
seph Dana Miller. 

"Echoes of Halcyon Days," Max A. 

"Twilight Stories," Minna B. Noyes. 

"Mr. Eagle, U. S. A.," John L. 
Wright. 

"The Starless Crown," Capitola L. 
Harrson. 

"Here He Comes in Likeness of a 
Jew." T. J. Spencer and Capitola H. 
Spencer. 

He attended the National Amateur 
Press Association conventions of 1883, 
1884, 1886, 1891, 1892, 1893, 1894, 
1895, 1898, 1900, 1902, and was toast- 
master at five National Banquets- Mr. 
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Spencer usually wrote essays upon 
Shakespearian subjects and won many 
essay laureateships in 1892, 1895, 1898, 
1905 and the editorial laureateship in 
1894. He was elected Corresponding 
Secre1»ry N. A. P. A., 1883; President 
New England A. P. A., 1884; Treasurer, 
N. A. P. A., 1884; Executive Judge, N. 
A. P. A., 1885; Official Editor, N. A. P. 
A., 1888; Executive Judge, 1891; Pres- 
ident, N. A. P. A., 1892; Executive' 
Judge and Laureate Recorder, N, A. P. 
A., 1894; Executive Judge, N. A. P. A., 
1898; Alumni Secretary, N. A. P. A., 
1904. Mr. Spencer was chosen Presi- 
dent at Boston in 1892 with practically 



no opposition. He was married in 1896 
to Miss Capitola Le Noir Harrison of 
Kentucky, who that year was Poet Lau- 
reate as Mr. Spencer was Essay Lau- 
reate. They have two boys, Llewellyn 
Truman and Willard Wylie Spencer. 

For years Mr. Spencer was in the 
printing and publishing business and is 
now secretary of the Smith Linsley 
Co. (printers) of Hartford, but since 
1905 he has given all his time to lectur- 
ing upon Shakespeare. In 1895, he was 
elected a life member of the Shake- 
speare Society of New York, the leading 
society of the kind in the world. 
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HARRY C. HOCHSTADTER 
24lk Preaident 



Press Association, v 
phia, Pennsylvania, 
Through Norbert 
President of the 



aa bom at Philadel- 
)n July 5th, 1887. 
Heinsheimer, then 
Western Amateur 



Press Association, he obtained his first 
inkling of amateur journalism; and at 
Birmingham, Alabama, in the fall of 
1885, he published hia first amateur 
paper, Dixie, setting up the type and 
printing it on a small Model printing 
press. Later, he removed to Philadel- 
phia, and together with Elliston J. 
Perot, Sam Stinson, Porter Cope, Scher- 
merhom and several others, organized 
the Philadelphia Amateur Journal lata' 
club which has been more or less active 
since that time. He joined the Na- 
tional Amateur Press Association in 
1887 and was active in the Moore cam- 
paign. He held various ofGcea in the 



Pennsylvania and New Jersey Amateur 
Press Associations, the Keystone State 
Amateur Press Association, and the 
Eastern Amateur Press Association. He 
attended the subsequent conventions of 
the National Amateur Press Asaociation 
at Buffalo, Chicago and Indianapolis. 
In 1891, he was Secretary of Creden- 
tials and Chairman of the Reception 
Committee. He was elected President 
at the Buffalo convention, 1892, and he 
accepted the office with the declared in- 
tention of using every effort to bring 
together the t\vo factions of the Na- 
tional, with the final result that before 
the end of the Presidential year the two 
factions had united, the office of Official 
Editor having been tendered him by the 
executive committee and the other offi- 
cers of the Schermerhom faction being 
appointed upon the united National 
Board. With the close of 1893, he re- 
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tired from activity. His work, princi- 
pally, was his first publication, Dixie, 
which in later years was changed to 
William P«nn Monthly. He was associ- 
ate editor of The Idoafl and as official 
editor of the Philadelphia Amateur 
Journalists' Club, published CloTer 
Leaf. 



During his amateur activities, he was 
engaged in business, which he deserted 
in 1898 and entered the law school of 
the University of Pennsylvania. Since 
1901 he has been engaged in the active 
practice of law in the City of Philadel- 
phia. 




AMATEUR ] 



1 ASSOCIATION 



JOHN L. TOMLINSON 
25th Pre>id«nl 



All through life, John L. Tomlinson 
lived in two worlds, the world of every- 
day affairs and business, in which he 
achieved business success, and the 
world of amateur journalism. Few am- 
ateur careers will show as devoted and 
long continued activity as his. 

He became an amateur when living in 
Chicago, in 1884, In spite of his youth- 
fulness , he took an active part, and in a 
few years his paper, the Canunantator, 
had a national standing for its merit 
and its regularity. There was a good 
deal of activity in Chicago in those days 
with a local amateur press club and 
many papers. His first National ofHce 
was the Treasureship, he being elected 
to that office in 1888, at Chicago, and 



re-elected the next year at Buffalo. In 
1891, he was appointed Treasurer again 
and re-elected the following year. He 
was elected a Vice-resident in 1890 and 
in 1891; and, in 1896, was an Executive 

When the two wings of the National 
Amateur Press Association came to- 
gether at Chicago in 1893, he was chosen 
President by acclamation in a harmony 
convention. By this time, the malady, 
a brain affliction, that ultimately 
caused his death, forced him to resign 
some months later. He passed away 
August 4, 1909, at 3.60 P. M., in his 
home in California. Mr. Tomlinson at- 
tended many National conventions and 
was the life of those gfttherings. 
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ALSON BRUBAKER 
26lk Pn«id«nl 



Ahon Brubaker, the twenty- sixth 
president of the National Amateur Press 
Association, was bom in Milway, Pa., in 
the year 1872, and it is notable that his 
entry into amateur journalism was in 
response to an advertisement of the 
association which was inserted in 
Goldan D-yi in 1890, Golden Dayi be- 
ing a juvenile weekly of national circu- 
lation in those days. The bundle of 
specimen papers he received kindled his 
interest, and this was increased when 
'Mr. and Mrs. Fin lay Grant removed to 
Fargo, N. D., in which city Brubaker 
had previously located. His Ink Drop*, 
which he launched in 1891 took a lead- 
ing place almost at once, and was favor- 
ably known by its literary contents. In 
1896 his holiday issue easily carried off 
the medal for the best holiday issue of 
that year. 

In 1892 the Boston convention of the 
National Amateur Press Association 
elected him corresponding secretary and 
he was re-elected the following year but 



resigned. In the fall of 1893 President 
Tcmlinson's health became so impaired 
that it was necessary for him to resign, 
and when the executive judges can- 
vassed the field for a man to fill his 
place they picked Brubaker — an unusual 
honor to one who had been so short a 
time in the 'dom. He filled out the un- 
expired term with marked ability and 
thus well vindicated the judgment of 
those who had appointed him. In 1894 
he was chosen an executive judge. In 
the Chicago convention of the National 
Amateur Press Association, in 1893, he 
was made assistant secretary of creden- 
tials. In 1903 he was elected treasurer 
of the formerly flourishing Western 
Amateur Press Association. 

The early day amateurs were many of 
them also active as puzzlers, in facH, 
the 'dom got most of its recruits from 
that direction in the early Seventies. 
They seemed to come to us naturally — 
perhaps their expert familiarity with 
the dictionary inclined them to editorial 
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handiness. This was also so in Mr. Bru- 
baker's case^ since he enjoyed quite a 
fame in the ranks of the puzzle solvers. 
He won the first prize of $125 in the 
Judge contest in 1899, being one of 
twelve out of 45,613 who solved all the 
puzzles correctly. Recently, he won a 
prize of $30.00 in the Booklovers' con- 
test. 



Personally Mr. Brubaker is bright, 
frank and excellent company. His ca- 
reer in amateur journalism has been 
marked by hard work enlightened by a 
keen brain and high endeavor. 

In private life Mr. Brubaker is the 
resident manager of the Fargo Theater. 
He is an enthusiastic collector of auto- 
graphs, and has latterly become the 
owner of an extensive egg farm. 
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CHARLES R. BURGER 
27th F 



Charles R. Burger, the twenty-sev- 
enth president of the National Amateur 
Press Association, became active in 
1882 at the a^ of 18. His first paper 
was the B*rg*a Poat, a three-column 
folio printed on tint paper, but he was 
best known for his Profma, which suc- 
ceeded his Berxen Poat and laTitieiU*. 
Ex-Pres. Wylie, in writing of him, says: 
"It was in 1883 that I met my friend, 
Charles R. Burger. I count the event 
that led to it a memorable one, a day 
when I was given an introduction to a 
wider sphere of activity than I had ever 
known before. New York City, Brook- 
lyn and Jersey City were all alive with 
amateur journalism and the gathering 
of many from a distance added to the 
life of the conclave. Probably no man 
in amateur journalism has ever occupied 
the same relation to it as Mr. Burger. 
Where many have disliked him, scores 
have learned to love him," 

Aaide from his activity as a practical 
politician, Mr. Burger contributed a 
great deal to fhe interest of the 'dom 
for muiy years. In 1886 he organized 
the Empire State Amateur Press Asso- 



ciation and in 1887 was very active in 
the Pennsylvania and New Jersey Ama- 
teur Press Association. In that year, 
also, he reorganised the Eastern and 
again in 1890, and in 1899, 1903 and 
1908 had a part in the re- organization 
of the Western. In 1894 he re-oi^an- 
ized the Metropolitan Amateur Press 
Association. 

In the National Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation he was elected recording secre- 
tary in 1887 and president in 1894. In 
1892, 1896 and 1902 he served as an ex- 
ecutive judge, in 1886 as director and 
in 1899 as treasurer. His record for 
National Amateur Press Conventions is 
said to be unrivaled — New York '83, 
Boston '85, Philadelphia '87, Chicago 
'88, Buffalo '89, Indianapolis '90, Phila- 
delpha '91, Boston '92, Chicago '93, 
Boston '94, Chicago '96, Chicago '99, 
New York '02, Chicago '03, Philadelphia 
'06, Milwaukee '08. 

While formerly a resident of Jersey 
City, the seat of h's youthful activities, 
Mr. Burger in 1896 removed to Pasa- . 
dena, California, for reasons that con- 
cerned his health. Writing of this Mr. 
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Wylie says: "For years our friend has 
been fighting a malady that would stag- 
ger the bravest of hearts. I have seen 
him when the end seemed near, but hope 
and courage never failed him. I shall 
never forget that six-mile walk through 
the Gap of Dunloe and the subsequent 



experience at the hotel in Dublin where 
for seven days life hung in the balance. 
Mr. Burger is a Prohibitionist in politics 
with Democratic tendencies, in religion 
a Methodist, but hardly orthodox as we 
New Englanders know Methodism.'' 




ex-pi:]£sid; 



3 NATIONAL AMATEUR PRESS ASSOCIATION 



WILL HANCOCK 
2Sth PrMidant 



The leading candidates for the presi- 
dency in 1895 were David L. Hollab of 
California and Edwin Hadley Smitli of 
New York. The convention, however, . 
elected Will Hancock of North Dakota, 
a dark horse. Mr. Hancock had previ- 
ously heen honored by the correspond' 
ing secretaryship and the official editor- 
ship by appointment in 1893. Besides 
the two candidates mentioned above 
there was a third, for after the dele- 
gates had assembled for the convention, 
at Chicago, President Burger announced 
himself a candidate for re- election. 
While he may have had his plana well 
laid, it appears that he was still lacking 
a few votes to win. There then fol- 
lowed a proceeding that produced the 
greatest turmoil, for President Burger 
called a temporarily appointed Vics- 



Preaident to the chair, and a number of 
applicants for membership from Cali- 
fornia were black-balled. Later, when 
it became apparent that President Bur- 
ger would be unable to win "the election, 
he proposed that all concerned com- 
promise onWill Hancock. As the best way 
out of the situation, the Hollub forces 
consented and the nomination was made 
by Mr. Hollub himself, seconded by Mr. 
Burger and the election was by acclam- 

President Hancock gave the associa« 
tion an active and successful adminis- 
tration and one that was in keeping with 
the standard set by his editorial labors 
the preceding years. He published a 
paper, Prairie Br**z*>, and was for a 
time associate editor of Ink Dr«pt. 
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JAMES FERDINAND MORTON JR. 
29th President 



James F- Morton, Jr., the twenty- 
ninth President of the National Ama- 
teur Press Association, was bom in 
Littleton. Mass., October 18. 1870. He 
received grammar and high school train- 
ing in the schools of Newton, Mass., and 
graduated from Harvard College in 
1892 with the degree of A. B. and A. M, 
He is the founder of a system of inter- 
collegiate debates, now universal, and is 
a member of the Phi Beta Kappa and 
School of Expression of Boston, where 
he received the Speaker's Diploma, in 
1894. 

In 1S89, he entered amateur journal- 
ism by contributing to the MonthlT 
Visitor, of Haverhill, Mass.. and was 
continuously active ever since. He held 
various offices in sectional amateur or- 
ganizations, and served in many capaci- 
ties. In 1896, he was elected E*re3ident 
of the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion. His administration was hampered 



by the new constitution, adopted over 
hi3 protest, which stripped the execu- 
tive office of necessary powers in the 
critical situation that arose, consequent- 
ly, the year, although marked by person- 
al activity was less successful than 
hoped, the special handicap being ttie 
lack of the official organ. Mr. Morton 
published Th« Beacon, which appeared 
each month during his term of office. 
He remained vigorously active after the 
close of his term and has written many 
articles in every department of amateur 
literature, having held the Essay. Sketch 
and Editorial laureate ships. Mr. Mor- 
ton also managed successful cam- 
paigns for Dr. Swift, Charles Heins and 
Edith Miniter. He published Libra for 
about three years and several copies of 
Tha Stray One more recently, besides 
occasional single issues of campaign and 
other papers. He has not yet entirely 
ceased connection with amateur jour- 
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nalism, and does not intend to do so, al- 
though he is too busy with other work 
to be as active as formerly. At present, 
Mr. Morton is a lawyer, residing and 
practicing in New York. He is also 
President of the Cosmopolitan Society 
of America, a member of General Coun- 
cil of Esperanto Association of North 
America, and New York Consul for 



Tourists of Universal Esperanto Asso- 
ciation, author of 'The Curse of Race 
Prejudice," a work widely circulated, and 
of "Better Than Socialism,'' and other 
pamphlets. He has lectured extensive- 
ly and written numerous poems and 
prose articles for various periodicals and 
is well known in sociological circles as 
a radical reformer. 
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DAVID L. HOLLUB 
30tk Preaidant 



Our thirtieth President was bom in 
San Francisco, California, September 
9th, 1867. He became interested in 
amateur journalism during the early 
part of the year 1882. In March, of 
that year, he associated himself with 
Will Morse and issued the first number 
of the Gold«n Gat«, which was published 
until late in 1886 when the lack of time 
forced its suspension. Thereafter, Hol- 
lub contributed to the New Moon and 
Riiinf Star, and later on became asso- 
ciate editor of the Pacific Courant. 

David L. Hollub found politics con- 
genial to his nature and figured promi- 
nently in affairs from 1883 at which 
time he, so to speak, "ran ahead of his 
ticket." He was elected Corresponding 
Secretary of the Golden Gate Amateur 
Press Association in June, 1884, and re- 



tained ofRce up to the time of that asBO- 
ciation's disruption. He also served as 
Recording Secretary of the California 
Amateur Press Association and, in 1886, 
was elected Second Vice-President of 
the Western Amateur Press Association. 
In 1887, he ran for President' of the 
Western but being unable to attend the 
convention he was not elected. 

In 1897, he was elected President of 
the National Amateur Press Association, 
at the San Francisco convention. Mr. 
Hollub married Rose Steinberg, a sister 
of Samuel J. Steinberg, and is now lo- 
cated at Chicago, representing the Mid- 
land Casualty Company, 

Mr. Hollub attended the 1918 conven- 
tion at Chicago and is still "filled with 
interest" for the cause. 
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HORACE FREEMAN 
31>t Praiident 



Horace Freeman, the thirty-first Pres- 
ident of the National Amateur Press 
Association, was born in Newark, N. J., 
in 1870. He became interested in Am- 
ateur Journalism through reading the 
"Ballard" article in St. Nichols*, and 
started publishing a small paper in the 
early eighties at Bloomfield, New Jersey, 
where, later, a number of papers were 
issued. In fact, numerous papers were 
published throughout the country about 
this time and many of the editors did 
their own printing. Mr. Freeman then 
launched Criteria, which had among its 
contributors many of the "old guard" 
who were then in the professional field. 

In 1897, Mr. Freeman was elected 
Vice-President of the National Amateur 
Press Association, at the San Francisco 



conventionL The following year, 1898, 
at the New York convention, he was 
elected chief executive. President 
Freeman made an able official and 
through his careful performance of 
duty and untiring efforts, the associa- 
tion was cleared of an indebtedness 
that confronted him on assuming the 
chair. In 1899, at Chicago, he was 
elected a member and chairman of the 
board of Executive Judges. 

Although a very busy man, Mr. Free- 
man is still deeply interested in Ama- 
teur Journalism. At present, he is en- 
gaged with Messrs. Froggart, Morrison 
& Co., Public Accountants, of New 
York City. He resides at 218 North 
Seventh Street, Newark, N. J. 



EX-PRESIDBNTS OF THE NATIONAL AMATEUR PRKSS ASSOCIATION 



THEODORE B. THIELE 
32 ad Preiidant 



Theodore B. Thiele first heard of Am- 
ateur Journalism during the convention 
of the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion in 1888, held in Chicago, which at 
that time was his home city. Hia first 
article waa contributed the same year 
to Tks Event, a publication issued by L. 
O. Van Riper and C. Harrison Frost. 

In January, 18fiO, he issued the first 
number of Garmuiia. During the life 
of ttiis publication he secured a number 
of articles from prominent literary men 
and women and the April issue achieved 
distinction with an essay by Richard 
Mansfield, the actor, entitled "To Stage 
Aspirants," The name of the magazine 
was later changed to Criterun Monthly 
May&zine. After the suspension of this 
publication and after some years of in- 
activity he edited and published, during 



1898-1900, ten issues of The Pint«, a 
magazine of literary and typographical 

At the Chicago 1899 convention of 
the National Amateur Press Association, 
Thiele received 60 votes, to 38 for Sam- 
uel Steinberg, for President Being a 
German by birth he was then and b to 
this date the only president the National 
Amateur Press Association ever elected 
whose native language is other than. 
English. He served with business abil- 
ity and shared with Warren J. Brodi'e, 
the Official Editor, the expense of two 

extra issues of Tha National Amateur. 

The energetic and efficient work of Mr. 
Brodie in the office of the Official Edi- 
tor, was of great value, and his loyal 
support of the president was very help- 
ful to the administration. 
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President Thiele presided at the Boa* frequently was called upon to act in 

fon 1900 convention and also attended an ofHcial capacity. 

the Chica^ convention in 1903. In 1904 he removed to the West, re- 
He always toolc a great interest in sidingr for some years in California and 
sectional organizations and Amateur later in the State of Waahingfon. In 
Press Clubs, being active at various 1909 he removed to Hawaii, residing at 
times in the Western Amateur Press the Alexander Young Hotel in the city 
Association and fhe Press Clubs organ- of Honolulu. He recently located at 
ized from time to time in Chicago. He Los Angeles, California. 
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NELSON GLAZIER MORTON 
33ra PraaidMt 



Nelson Glazier Morton waa bom at 
Newton Cenlier, Mass., January 6th, 
1881. He entered amateur joumaliBm 
in 1896, joining the New England Ama- 
teur Press ABBOciation and in the fall of 
the same year became a member of the 
National Amateur Preaa Association. 
For several years he was moderately 
active as « contributor and issued three 
numbers of a type-written paper, Tlw 
Keanarc*. Mr. Morton served as Sec- 
retary and later as Pr^ident of the 
New England Amateur Press Associa- 
tion. He was President of the New 
England Amateur Press AssociaUon at 
the Boston convention, July, 1900. 
During his administration, he published 
eight numbers of the IdUr. In the lat- 
ter part of his administration began 
what John T. Nixon called "The Awak- 



ening," beginning a period of great ac- 
tivity in Amateur Journalism. During 
the following administration (Nixon's) 
Morton issued four numbers of the 
Idler. In February, 1902, he became 
associate editor of the Lltararr Gem 
and continued with Charles A. A. Par- 
ker the publication of that paper month- 
ly until 1913. The Gmn was mailed 
regularly until the latter part of its 
career when several issues were mailed 
in each bundle. The LitarBir Gam was 
hvice awarded the National Amateur 
Press Aasociation editorial laureateship 
and once the honorable mention. Mr. 
Morton has also held the poet, essay, 
sketch and history laureateships. He 
joined the Hub Amateur Journalists' 
Club of Boston in 1900, and has been an 
active member ever since, except for 
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brief periods of absence from €hat city. 
He served as official editor of the 
club. In 1911 he was elected Executive 
Judge and in 1902 he served as Histo- 
rian of the National Amateur Press 
Association. In addition to the papers 
named, he issued two numbers, in dif- 
ferent years, of MortonU, with contri- 
butions from James F. Morton, Jr., 
Mary White Morton and Frank S. Mor- 
ton. The Morton family is believed to 
be the only one which has furnished four 
members who have been active in the 



National Amateur Press Association and 
certainly is the only one to furnish two 
Presidents to the National. Morton 
^erved as Chairman of the Bureau of 
Critics in the Thrift administration and 
in other years has assisted that bureau. 
He attended the National conventions 
at Boston in 1900, 1907 and 1912 and 
New York 1902. 

Mr. Morton has been in the Boston 
office of The Associated Press for many 
years and is now early morning editor. 
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JOHN TRAVIS NIXON 
34th Pruidant 



John Travis Nixon was bom at Wel- 
lington, Kan., in the year 1868. In his 
boyhood days he became interested in 
amateur j'oumaliam. Along in 1883 he 
issued several numbers of a venture he 
called Our Ideu. He was joint editor 
of The Kanuiii at Wellington, Kansas, in 
1884, and editor of Ths Atpirant in 
1887 and 1888. During the year, 1888, 
he joined hands with Frederick Heath 
and published Star* and Stripem, which 
publication was establshed by Frederick 
Heath in 1882. A very notable volume 
was published with cover, frontispiece, 
etc. Later, he published The South, 
from Crowley, La., with his good wife, 
Leola White, also an amateur of prom- 
Mr. Nixon was an active member in 
all organizations. He was prominent in 



the Western Amateur Press Association, 
having held the office of President and 
Official Editor. 

John T. Nixon's moat lasting monu- 
ment to U3 in hia "History of the Nation- 
al Amateur Press Association," which he 
brought out in 1900, and in which, in 
imperishable form, we have the record, 
year by year, of the grand old organiza- 
tion, from 1876 down to the year of 
publication. Nor was this his only ser- 
vice t'o the Association. In 1891 he was 
elected Vice-President of the National 
Amateur Press Association. He was 
elected President in 1901, and he 
served three times as Official Editor. 
Mr. Nixon filled many minor offices, al- 
ways giving a helping hand in the hour 
^f need. He died at Mobile, Alabama, 
February 8, 1909. 
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ANTHONY E. WILLS 
3SUi PrMiaant 



Anthony E. Wills was bom at Brook- 
lyn, New York, December 1st, 1879. He 
entered Amateur Journalism in March, 

1900, publishing Fiction, a 6x9 maga- 
zine. In July, 1901, he was elected 
President of the Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation of North America. John T. 
Nixon proposed him as a member of the 
National Amateur Press Association and 
he was elected as such at Nashville, 

1901. A year later, at the New York 
convention, he was elected President of 
the National Amateur Press Association. 
He served in the capacity of President 
of the New York Amateur Press Club, 
1901 ; The Knickerbocker Amateur 
Press Club, 1902; and the Olympian 
Club, 1902-3; all of which were affili- 
ated with the National Amateur Press 
Association. Mr. Wills has also served 
as Official £ditor of all these at various 



times and was Official Editor of the 
Gotham Press Club in 1909. He was 
Chairman of the Reception Committee 
for the New York Convention, 1902, and 
waa also a member of the Reception 
Committee of 1909. Mr. Wills was 
Chairman of the Executive Judges, 
1903, elected at Chicago, and a member 
of the same board, elected in New York, 
1909. He published twenty-four con- 
secutive monthly issues of Fiction, com- 
prising 720 pages. He won the Sketch, 
Serial and Design Laureateships in 
1902. Mr. Wills was at the head of a 
theatrical firm in New York, producing 
plays, and a member of the National 
A-asociation of Theatrical Producing 
Managers. He was the author of over 
fifty published plays and dramatic 
sketches. He died at East Stroudsburg, 
Pa., July 25th, 1912. 
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ALBERT EDWARD BARNARD 
36th I 



Albert Edward Barnard was bom in 
Chicago, May 2, 1876. During his stu- 
dent days in the public schools he devel- 
oped a great interest in literary studies 
and along In 1893, an extended illustrat- 
ed writeup in the ChicBgo ETcnios Po*t 
anent the National Convention, first at- 
tracted his attention to the National 
Amateur Press Association. His first 
amateur paper was published in 1895 

and was known as Tbe Amsteur Writer. 

He issued three or four numbers of this 
paper, and then, in company with 3. 
Herbert Phillips, C. Ross Clarke and 
Wallace R. Thurman, produced a rather 
pretentious publication known as 

Clique. Between the Acti was pub- 
lished later after which he became asso- 
ciate editor of Ink Dropi and still later 
Son* Gen« was launched. 

In the spring of 1895, Mr. Barnard 
and George L. Gobum, of Pekin, III., re- 
organized the Illinois Amateur Press 
Association, the latter being president 
and the former official editor. During 



1895-6 Mr. Barnard filled the office of 
president and treasurer of the Chicago 
Amateur Press Club, He was appoint- 
ed chairman of the receptiorf committee 
for the Chicago convention of 1895 by 
President Bulger, and at that conven- 
tion he was elected recording secretary. 
He was offered the presidency as a com- 
promise choice, after each of the other 
candidates failed to get a majority on 
account of a dead-lock, but he declined 
the honor because of his confining du- 
ties on the Chicago Chronicle at that 
time, with the result that Will Hancock 
was finally elected. 

Mr, Barnard was elected president of 
the National Amateur Press Association 
in 1903 and entered his duties as execu- 
tive with all vim and determination to 
make a successful administraton. For 
three months he did virtually all the ex- 
ecutive work of the association. Sud- 
denly, and without warning, financial 
reverses prohibited further expense or 
time in behalf of the work, and he re- 
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luctantly resigned his office, to be suc- 
ceeded by Foster Gilroy, appointed to 
fill the vacancy by the executive judges. 
In 1905, Mr. Barnard became assist- 
ant in the department of advertising of 
Loftis Bros. & Co., and tSvo years later 
became advertising manager of the 
wholesale tailoring house of Ed. V. 
Price & Co. 



On September 1, 1917, he was called 
to the circulation department of The 
Christian Science Publishing Society in 
Boston and January 8, 1919, he was 
assigned to the New York advertising 
office of The Christian Science Monitor, 
where he is enjoying some very interest- 
ing work. 
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FOSTER GILROY 
37lh President 



Foster Gilroy, our thirty-seventh 
President, became interested in amateur 
journalism in 1898, and joined the Na- 
tional jAmateur Press Association in 
May, 1901, In June, of the same year, 
he succeeded in getting permission from 
authorities to place an exhibit of ama- 
teur journals in the Library of Con- 
gress. He published The Stylua during 
the period of 1898 to 1900, which magr- 
azine was rated as one of the best. In 
July, 1901, at the Nashville Convention, 
he was elected Corresponding Secretary 
«f the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion, and the following year, at the New 
York Convention, he was elected First 
Vice-President. The writer met Mr. 
Gilroy at the Chicago Convention in 
July, 1903, at which gathering Mr. Gil- 
roy was elected as one of the Executive 
Judges. The following year, when Mr. 
A. E. Barnard resigned as President, 
Mr. Gilroy was appointed by the Board 
of Executive Judges to fill the unex- 



pired term. Although his term of 
office was short, Mr. Gilroy filled the 
chair with great credit, and closed a 
successful year. At the San Francisco 
Convention, in July, 1904, he was 
again elected to the Board of Executive 
Judges. 

Professionally, Mr. Gilroy has had a 
successful career. His first assignment 
was on the Philadelphia EveningBulle- 
tiu. As a reporter on the Nerth Ameri- 
can, he became interested in advertis- 
ing, and then joined the Richard A. Fo- 
ley Advertising Agency. In 1908, he 
left for Boston, to take a position with 
Frank Munaey, owner of the Boilon 
Joum>I. In 1909, he was transferred 
to the Munsey headquarters in New 
York, and became Publicity Manager of 
all his magazines and newspapers. In 
January, 1914, he became the associate 
of Nathan Strauss, Jr., when he bought 
Puck with which publication he is still 
connected. 
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EDWARD M. LIND 
38Ui PresSdeol 



Edward M, Lind, our thirty-elghtli 
president, became interested in ama- 
teur journalism at an early age. His 
progress in the National Amateur Press 
Association was rapid. Being an active 
member he was elected to the office of 
Executive Judge at San Francisco in 
1897. Mr. Lind's literary ability and 
strong editorial views proved him to be 
political timber and in 1904 he was 
elected President at the San Francisco 
convention. His admini-stration was a 
success, the member3h;p having in- 
creased about fifty per cent, while the 
quality of the papers published rose to 
higher standard. In September, 1904, 
he visited Boston, New York, Philadel- 
phia, Cleveland, Chicago, St. Louis, 
Kansas City, Salt Lake City and other 
amateur centers, in the interests of the 



National Amateur Press Association. 
Mr. Lind made a second trip from the 
Pacific to the Atlantic coast just before 
the Cleveland convention, which he at- 
tended and over which he presided in 
1905, During his active days, he en- 
deavored to procure better postage 
rates for amateur publications, but like 
all previous attempts of our leaders, it 
met with little success. He was a lead- 
ing member of the San Francisco Club. 
His publication, The Pkkbd, contained 
literary matter only of the highest char- 
acter. In 1905, at the Cleveland con- 
vention, he was again elected Executive 

Mr. Lind is still interested in amateur 
journalism, although a very busy man, 
being general manager of A. P. Hota- 
ling & Company, of San Francisco, 
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TIMOTHY BURR THRIFT 
39tk Pmidmit 



Mr. Thrift was bom in Lansing, 
Mich., in 1883. He first became inter- 
ested in amateur journalism while liv- 
ing in Bellefontaitie, Ohio, in 1900, 
through a reference to the National 
Amateur Press Association in Coldmi 
Day*. He wrote to Warren J. Brodie 
of Cleveland for particulars, and was 
proposed for membership by him, being 
accepted at the Boston Convention of 
1900. 

He was elected President at Cleve- 
land in 1905. Other offices he has held 
in the National Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation are : Executive Judge during the 
administration of President Gilroy; 
Official Editor at Convention in San 
Francisco, 1904; Trustee of Endow- 
ment Fund, election at New York, 1909, 
He was elected Executive Judge at the 
Philadelphia Convention of 1906, but 
resigned because of conditions which 
made it a "doubtful honor." He won 
sketch laureateships in 1904 and 1909. 

He began publication of Tba Luckj 
Dcf in April, 1909. In 1902 he con- 



ducted it successfully as a professional 
magazine and built up a subscription 
list of five thousand. Began publica- 
tion of •Black Book, all editorial, in 
April, 1902. 

Mr. Thrift removed from Bellefon- 
taine to Springfield in 1901 and took a 
special two-year literary course in 
Wittenberg College. In the spring of 
1903 he went to Cleveland and took a 
position on the Cleveland Prei*. After 
a year in newspaper work he went into 
the advertising field, and for two years 
conducted the advertising and printing 
departments of Weideman Company, 
wholesale grocers, then went with the 
paint and varnish manufacturing house 
of Sherwin-Williams Co., remaining 
with them for two years. 

From that time up to the fall of 1908 
he conducted a printing and advertising 
business of his own. At that time he 
joifted the Wilson Dress-Hook Co. of 
Cleveland, and became secretary of the 
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Mr. Thrift assisted Mr. Brodie in the 
organization of the Cleveland Amateur 
Press Club and served as President most 
of the time. He conducted the enter- 
tainment and other features of the 
Cleveland Convention of 1903. He was 
married to Amanda E. Frees, the well- 
known Chicago amateur, in June, 1907. 



Among his most important writings 
are three series of sketches: ''Dreams o' 
Nights," "At the Sign of the Silver Fla- 
gon" and "Fountain Town Sketches." 
He has always retained an active inter- 
est in amateur journalism and has con- 
tended that its literary side is para- 
mount. 
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WILLIAM R. MURPHY 
40lli Pra>id«nl 



Twenty years ago when he joined 
the Philadelphia Amateur JoumalistB' 
Club, in 1898, the real activity of Wil- 
liam R. Murphy in amateur journalism 
began. Several years before, in 1892, 
he had become interested in puzzledom 
and this brought him in touch with A. 
J, He joined the United Amateur 
Press Association in 1899 and the Na- 
tional Amateur Press Association soon 
after. 

Among the ofBces he has held is that 
of Secretary of the Philadelphia Ama- 
teur Journalists' Club from 1899 to 
1907, the entire formal existence of 
that organization, with the exception of 
a few months at the beginning. He has 
also been Secretary of the Alumni of 
Philadelphia Amateurdom, which has 
held several reunions since that time. 

In 1892 Mr. Murphy became Second 
Vice-President of the Nati'onal Amateur 
Press Association and presided over 



part of the New York convention. 
During the presidential terms of Lind 
and Thrift he was Secretary of Public- 
ity, and is reputed to have brought ama- 
teur journalism to the attention of more 
persons than any other single medium 
through the St. Nicholas and other 
articles, including departments con- 
ducted from 1903 to 1906 in Young 
Americans, Golden Dajr* and Th* Amer- 
ican Bar. He also supervised promo- 
tion work. Prom 1904 to 1907 nearly 
four hundred names were added to the 
membership rolls. 

- Mr. Murphy was elected President of 
the National Amateur Press Association 
at the Philadelphia convention in 1906, 
He was for three terms Director of the 
United Amateur Press Association and 
served on the critical bureaus of both 
associations. During Mrs. M in iter's 
term as President of the National, Mr. 
Murphy was Historian of the organize- 
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tion. He was elected President of the 
Interstate Amateur Press Association in 
1904. He has attended the following 
conventions: 

United— Jersey City, 1900; Philadel- 
phia, 1902; Baltimore, 1904; Philadel- 
phia, 1906. 

Interstate — ^New Brunswick, 1904; 
New York, 1905; Boston, 1906. 

National — New York, 1902; Cleve- 
land, 1905; Philadelphia, 1906; Boston, 
1907; New York, 1909; Chicago, 1911; 
Boston, 1912. 

Atlantic Coast — ^New York, 1907 

In the National Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation he has won the following lau- 
reate awards: Poetry, Es-sa^, Sketch, 
Historian, Editorial (twice) , and has re- 
ceived honorable mention in all classes. 

In the United he has won Story, Poe- 
try, £}ssay and Editorial laureateships 
once or more each, and honorable men- 
tion. 

Mr. Murphy is a graduate of the Cen- 
tral High School of Philadelphia and the 



University of Pennsylvania, earning the 
degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bach- 
elor of Science from the latter institu- 
tion. He graduated with honors from 
each and holds membership in the Phi 
Beta Kappa Fraternity. 

He has been in newspaper and maga- 
zine work since his graduation. He 
was first connected with the Philadel- 
phia Telegraph and The Timet and has 
been with the Evening Ledger since it 
was established in 1914, his chief work 
being editorial writing and dramatic and 
musical criticism. 

He spent one year in Chicago as asso- 
ciate editor of a musical weekly. He 
has also been on the editorial staff of 
Young Americans, Golden Days and 
American Shrubs at various times as 
contributing and advising editor. 

Mr. Murphy is author of "The Story 
of Philadelphia," "Stories of the Opera" 
and "Handbook of Amateur Journal- 



ism. 
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CHARLES W. HEINS 
4 lit Praaident 



Charles W. Heine was bom in Al- 
toona, Pa., in 1877, and removed to 
New York City when nine years of a^e. 

Interesting himself in the Golden 
Hours Club, he became acquainted with 
amateur journalism. In 189G he joined 
the movement that resulted in organiz- 
ing the United Amateur Press Associa- 
tion, being the seventeenth person to 
become a member. After having served 
in various official positions, he was elect- 
ed President at the 1900 convention at 
Boston. In 1896 the New York Ama- 
teur Press Club was organized and Mr. 
Heins was elected President of the 
Greater New York Amateur Press Club 
at the time of the Boston National Con- 
vention in 1900. In April, 1905, he 
assisted in organizing the Gotham Press 
Club, of which organization he was the 
third E*reBident. He was chairman of 
the Reception Committee, United Ama- 
teur Press Association, 1899, and of the 
Interstate in 1905. 

In 1898 he became a member of the 
National and attended the New York 
convention. He attended the Boston 
convention in 1900, New York in 1902, 



Philadelphia in 1906. At the latter con* 
vention he was elected Official Editor. 

In 1899 he received honorable men- 
tion in the United Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation for a story, and in 1900 was 
awarded the laureateships in the story 
and essay contests. In the National 
contests in 1901 he received honorable 
mention in the story contest; in 1908 
honorable mention for editorials, and in 
1909 the history laureateship. 

Mr. Heins was a member of the At- 
lantic Coast A. P. A., the Fossils, the 
Interstate, the Gotham Press Club, the 
United Amateur Press Association, the 
National Amateur Press Association, 
and is an honorary member of the Phil- 
adelphia Alumni Association. In 1397 
he issued the Literary Piona«ri from 
1899 to 1909 he published Arrowii in 
1902 Arrowi, Jr., was isBued as an over- 
flow paper; and while President of the 
National he published the Nalional 
Critic. 

Mr. Heins was elected President of 
the National at the Bostk>n convention 
in 1907, after completing his term as 
Official Editor of the twenty-ninth vol- 
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ume of The National Amateur. At the 
Boston convention he was the recipient 
of a silver loving cup, presented to him 
by delegates attending. 

At the Milwaukee convention in 1908 
he was elected chairman of the execu- 
tive judges; and since then has kept the 
fires of his allegiance burning by attend- 



ing various conventions at Boston, 
Grand Rapids, Brooklyn, etc., being 
the Treasurer of the New York conven- 
tion in 1909. It was mainly due to his 
effort that' the handsome 74-page sou- 
venir program was presented to the 
delegates. 
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WILLIAM C. AHLHAUSER 

42nd Presidnt 



William C, Ahlhauser, the forty-sec- 
ond president of the National Amateur 
Press Association, began his career as 
an amateur journalist thirty years ago. 
In March, 1888, he published his first 
amateur paper called The New*, a little 
rubber-stamp sheet. During the year 
1891 he published a four-page 5x7 pa- 
per styled The Star Advertiaer. In 

1895, he heard of organized Amateur 
Journalism and immediately became in- 
terested and contributed liberally to va- 
rious papers. The following year he 
joined the National Amateur Press 
Association. December 11, 1896, Mr. 
Ahlhauser was instrumental in organiz- 
ing the Milwaukee Press Literary Club. 
On November 15, during the same year, 
a new four-page 6x9 paper named 
The Badsar State FhLUtelitt was pub- 
lished. In July, 1897, he launched The 
CyncMiir*, which is now in its twenty- 



second year, and is fittingly styled 
"Wisconsin's Senior Amateur." 

On October 6, 1897, he joined the 
United Amateur Press Association. In 
July, 1899, he was elected to the presi- 
dency of the Milwaukee Press Literary 
Club. At the 1899 convention of the 
National Amateur Press Association at 
Chicago, which he attended, he was 
elected vice-president. In September, 
1902, he called a meeting of the Wiscon- 
sin amateurs and organized the Wiscon- 
sin Press Literary Association and was 
chosen its president. In July, 1903, he 
attended the Chicago convention of the 
National Amateur Press Association and 
also the Western Amateur Press Associ- 
ation convention. He was elected pres- 
ident of the latter organization at that 
time and presented with a large silver 
loving cup by the members as a token 
to commemorate their esteem. In July, 
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1906, Mr. Ahlhauser was elected presi- 
dent of the United Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation of America at its convention in 
Milwaukee. During that year he also 
served on the Editorial Award Commit- 
tee of the National Association. In 
September, 1906, Mr. Ahlhauser, in 
company with Walter F. Zahn, took a 
trip to the Atlantic coast, and while 
there attended the convention of the 
Interstate Amateur Press Association at 
Boston. The impression which he made 
upon the eastern amateurs was substan- 
tially demonstrated by his election to 
the official editorship at the convention 
of the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion, held in Boston in July, 1907, and 
at the annual United convention he was 
chosen a member of its Board of Direc- 
tors. His volume of The National Am- 
ateur was a very excellent one in which 
he inaugurated many new features. 

At the Milwaulcee convention, July, 
1908, he was elected president of the 
National Amateur Press Association and 
the following year, at the Boston, 1909, 
convent' on, he was elected chairman of 
the Executive Judges. At the 1909 
convention he won honorable mention 
for his editorials in The Csmoture and 
was awarded the silver medal. 

In July, 1908, with the assistance of 
Frederic Heath, he compiled and pub- 
lished for general circulation a complete 
index to the official organ. The National 
Amateur, from Volume 1, Number 1, to 



that date. When he took the offi- 
cial editorship in 1907, he began the 
series of biographical sketches of ''Our 
Ex-Presidents" from the organization 
of the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion, publishing installments in each 
succeeding issue as space permitted. 
In 1915, he made a trip to the Pacific 
coast, visiting old-time amateurs. 

Mr. Ahlhauser served as vice-presi- 
dent of the Milwaukee Press Club (pro- 
fessional) ; Publicity and Entertainment 
Committee of the Calumet Club and 
County League of Building and Loan 
Associations; Publicity Committee of 
the Milwaukee Real Estate Board; the 
Milwaukee Board of Fire Underwriters; 
he was active in work of County Coun- 
cil of Defense ; was Director of the Han- 
del Chorus, a leading musical organiza- 
tion. He is a member of the Milwau- 
kee Athletic Club. Professionally, he is 
engaged in the real estate business, and 
is manager of the Van Dyke Land and 
Investment Company. Mr. Ahlhauser 
was recently elected a director and 
Vice-President of the Milwaukee Com- 
mercial Bank. He is also a director of 
the Security Loan and Building Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. Ahlhauser's career in Amateur 
Journalism has been brilliant and he has 
sacrificed much time and money for the 
National Amateur Press Association, 
which he has always held dearly. 

WALTER F. ZAHN. 
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EDITH DOWE HINITER 
43rd Preaident 



Edith Dowe Miniter, the forty-third 
President of the National Amateur 
Press Association, entered amateur jour- 
nalism way back in the dark ages of 
1883, being introduced at the famous 
Gardner convention to many friends of 
her life, — George Edward Day, Frank S. 
C. Wicks, Truman J, Spencer, Finlay 
A. Grant. She iirst heard of "the 
cause" through an advertisement which 
Pinlay A. Grant placed in a Worcester, 
(Mass.) paper, and which cost hm 25 
cents. Mrs. Miniter's was the only re- 
ply, but Grant never regretted the ex- 
penditure. She at once began publish- 
ing a paper, the Worcestsr Amateur, 
but won more fame as a contributor of 
short stories to the publications of 
others. In 1885, she attended her first 
National convention, this being indeed 
the first ever attended by young women. 
She has attended every Boston conven- 
tion, all the New York conventions 
since '85, also Philadelphia, '06; Cleve- 
land, '10, and Bridgeport, '14. Of the 
two women who have served the Nation- 



al Amateur Press Association as official 
editor, Mrs. Miniter is one, and she was 
its first woman president, having been 
elected at New York, '09. During her 
year in the presidency, Mrs. Miniter was 
among the most active of chief execu- 
tives, getting out 12 True Blue*, one 
Aftermath, and four numbers of The 
Variod Ymu-, ft large quarterly maga- 
zine, besides numerous post card bulle- 
tins sent to all members. Other pa- 
pers with which she has been connected 
editorially are Webiter Amateur, Riainc 
Af*. Quartette, and Oun. She has 
been connected with the Hub Club since 
1894, several times its president, and its 
secretary continuously since 1910. In 
1903, Mrs. Miniter was among those or- 
ganizing the Interstate Association, and 
she attended all of its conventions until 
it ceased to exist after the final meet- 
ing and banquet in New York, Colum- 
bus Day, 1911. She was president of 
this association in 1906-7. 

In the professional world, Mrs. Mini- 
ter was for 12 years editor of Hom* 
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and Abroad, a Boston literary and so- 
ciety journal; she has also contributed 
short stories to Collier't, and other 
magazines, and poetry to the Century, 
New England, Success, Youth's Com- 
pak&km, McCall's, National, etc. Her 
first book, a study of Polish-American 



» 



life called "Our Natupski Neighbors, 
was brought out in 1916, by Henry Holt 
& Co., and received reviews in over 200 
organs of criticism in this country and 
England. Such has been the success of 
this book that she is now preparing a 
sequel by request of her publishers. 
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EDWARD F. SUHRE 
44th Pr«M<l«nt 



Edward F. Suhre, the forty-fourth 
president of the National Amateur Press 
Association, has been actively identified 
with Amateur Joumaliam for more than 
twenty years. He made his entry 
through the medium of the Golden 
Hours club. He established and was 
elected President of the "National Asso- 
ciation of Branch Officers," an adjunct 
to the Golden Hours Club. 

In 1895, he was instrumental in or- 
ganizing the United Amateur Press As- 
sociation of America, of which organiz- 
ation he became an officer and subse- 
quently a director. Mr. Suhre was the 
flrst president of the St. Louis Amateur 
Journalism club, in which capacity he 
served several years. 

July 2, 1904, he was appointed direc- 
tor of the Amateur Press Congress and 
arranged the event at the St. Louis 
World's Fair. Again, at the San Fran- 
cisco Pan-American Exposition, in 



1915, he was appointed director by the 
management, of a similar Amateur 
Press Congress which held joint sessions 
with the International Press Congress. 

Mr, Suhre joined the National Ama- 
teur Press Association about fifteen 
years ago and is one of the most devoted 
members. He has been particularly ac- 
tive in the politics of the Association 
and has aided many of his friends into 
office. 

In 1910, at the Cleveland Conven- 
tion, he was elected President and his 
administration was noteworthy for the 
re-juvenation movement, resulting in 
renewed activity in the publishing of 
papers and the membership campaign. 
At the Chicago Convention the follow- 
ing year, he was elected Executive 
Judge. 

Mr. Suhre has a record of being a 
"globe trotter" which accounts for his 
having become personally acquainted 
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with the leading members in all parts of 
the country and also his attending the 
numerous conventions. 

The first amateur papers to which he 
contributed were Perry S. Ewing's 
Club News (1893); ForMt and Field; 
The Recorder and BiU and Chips. He 
contributed freely to a long list of pa- 
pers during the past ten years. His 



own publications were The MissourUn 
and Occasional Press, and even though a 
busy man he is still active and greatly 
interested in the cause. 

Mr. Suhre has just completed twenty- 
five years' service with the St. Louis 
office of the New York Life Insurance 
company, which company he entered 
upon finishing school. 
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WALTER F. ZAHN 
45th Preaident 



Walter F. Zahn, the forty-fifth Presi- 
dent of the National Amateur Press 
Association was bom at Milwaukee in 
March, 1885. Having inherited a small 
printing press, his father contributed a 
few fonts of type, and at the age of five 
years, he began what was to be his 
calling in life — a printer. As 
early as 1893, Tbe Journal, a one-page, 
Hearst-^yie sheet, appeared regularly 
every Saturday. In March, 1900, Tk« 
AdvocBts was launched, and that year 
four numbers appeared, and during the 
next year and one-half The Advocate 
was published regularly monthly. Later, 
it was continued as a semi-professional 
monthly but later he dropped the idea 
and changed rC to an amateur sheet. 

It was along in 1902 when he first 
heard of Amateur Journalism, and at 
that time joined all the associations then 
in existence, the National, United 
Western, Wisconsin and the Milwaukee 
Press Literary club. At different times 



he held ofHces in several of the associa- 
tions and was official editor of the local 
club for three successive years. 

In 1907, he published The Mod«m 
Weat, a 132-page professional monthly 
magazine. Mr. Zahn made an able offi- 
cial as his record shows. He was elect- 
ed Corresponding Secretary of the Na- 
tional Amateur Press Association in 
1910, he was chosen Official Editor and 
produced a splendid volume of The Na- 
tional Amateur. At the Chicago con- 
vention, July, 1911, Mr. Zahn was 
elected President and gave the associa- 
tion a business-like administration long 
to be remembered. The following year 
he was elected Executive Judge. 

Mr. Zahn is a linotype operator by 
trade and at present is president of the 
Zahn Typesetting Co. He is well 
known in Milwaukee theatrical circles. 
He is also a member of the Milwaukee 
Press Club (professional.) 
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EDWARD H. COLE 
46tfa PrMtdMit 



Edward H. Cole, the 46th President 
of the National Amateur Press Asso- 
ciation, entered amateur journalism in 
August, 1905, through the persuasions 
of Paul J. Cambpell, at which time he 
published a small paper named The 
HuBtlsr with Jacob Golden. Later The 
Huitlar was succeeded by the Olympian, 
of which thirty-six numbers have been 
published. 

Mr. Cole attended the Philadelphia 
Convention in 1906, at which gathering ' 
he was elected second Vice-President of 
the National, He was also active in the 
United, Inter-State, and Atlantic Coast 
Amateur Press Associations. 

In 1909, he was appointed Secretary 
of Ihiblicity of the National, and in 
1911 was chosen Official Editor. He be- 
gan the publication of The Bam* in 1911 
as an all editorial paper. Mr. Cole has 
been the holder of editorial, history, and 
essay laureateships in the National at 
■ various times. He was also awarded 
the history laureateship "Emeritus" in 
1912. 



At the Boston Convention July, 1912, 
Mr. Cole was elected President of the 
National, and the following year was 
elected Executive Judge. During his 
career, at various times, he was Chair- 
man of the bureau of critics, and mem- 
ber of various committees. He attend- 
ed conventions held at Philadelphia in 
1906, Boston, 1907, New York 1909, 
Cleveland 1910, Boston 1912, Grand 
Rapids 1913, Bridgeport 1914, Brook- 
lyn 1915, Boston 1916, New York 1917. 

In 1911 he played an active part in 
the so called "Young Blood" movement, 
but never believed in full "Young 
Blood" policy. 

Mr. Cole, in 1913, perpared the new 
constitutiori adopted at fhe Bridgeport 
Convention, which still in unamended 
form governs the Association, In June, 
1916, he married Helene B, Hoffman, 
who at that time was President of the 
United Amateur Press AssociaiSon, 
while he was President of the National. 

Mr. Cole, at present, is instructor in 
English at East Dedham, Mass., High 
School. 
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FRANK A. KENDALL 
47 tk PrMidant 



Frank A. Kendall, the 47th President 
of the National Amateur Press Associa- 
tion, whose career in Amateur Jour- 
nal'sm began at the early age of ten 
years, was perhaps one of the most bril- 
liant of amateurs in late years. He was 
best known through his famous maga- 
zine, Tl>« Torpodo, a criterian as to lit- 
erary contents and the art of printing. 
"The Inland Printer" some years ago 
devoted considerable space to his "Clois- 
ter Edition," which supersedes anything 
attempted by any amateur and which 
was the subject of praise by the profes- 
sional press. 

In 1902, he was elected Secretary of 
the National Amateur Press Association, 
which duties he perfor.ned with great 
credit. The same year, he was elected 
official editor of the Wisconsin Press 
Literary Association and published 
Tho WUconaiu Pr***. 

In 1908 at the Milwaukee Convention 
of the National Amateur Press Associa- 



tion, he was elected Official Editor and 
produced a volume which will be a 
standard for years and years to come. 

Mr. Kendall put his whole life into 
the work, and the following year his 
candidacy for the Presidency received 
the support of every loyal amateur, but 
he decided to withdraw, preferring to 
rest his efforts on the verdict of Ama- 
teurdom. His scholarly and gentlemanly 
retirement won the love and respect of 
every member. He was, however, com- 
pelled to accept the Executive Judge- 
ship, and in 1910 was chosen Historian. 

Mr. Kendall married Miss Jennie 
Irene Maloney, another amateur of 
prominence. At the Grand Rapids Con- 
vention in 1913, at the time when the 
Association's interest needed a stimulus, 
some of the leading amateurs suggested 
the nomination of Kendall for President. 
A universal approbation which he could 
not refuse, induced him to return to 
activity, and accept the honor con- 
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ferred. Kendall's return proved a Conic Frank Austin Kendall died at Cam- 
to the AMOciation, and incidentally bridge, Mass., Sunday, November 23rd, 
brought back several of the old guard. 1913, after a week's illness of Meningi- 
His success was assured from the day tis, and was buried in the family lot at 
of his election. The progress made in Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin, the scene of 
the short time is evidence of Kendall's his boyhood days, November 28, 1S13. 
power and influence among his numer- 
ous friends and constituents. 
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JENNIE M. KENDALL 
48tk PrMidMt 



Jennie M. Kendall, the forty-eighth 
President of the National Amateur 
Press Association, was elevated to the 
Presidency by appointment in 1913 at 
the death of Frank A.Kendall. She is the 
second lady to occupy the office of Pres- 
ident of the Association. Her career 
was one of activity. In 1906, she was 
chftsen Corresponding Secretary, and in 
1908 she was elected historian of the 
Association. Her administration of the 
unexpired term was one of success, hav- 
ing gained the confidence and co-opera- 
tion of all the members. In 1914 «he 
was chosen Executive Judge, and at the 



Chicago Convention in 1918 she was 
elected Treasurer of the association. 
In previous years, she won the History 
Laureateship, the Story Laureateship, 
and the Honorable Mention in Sketches. 

Mrs. Kendall is still deeply interested 
in Amateur Journalism, and one of the 
most prominent workers for the cause 
at Chicago today. 

Mrs. Kendall also held various offices 
in the Western Amateur Press Associa- 
tion, Chicago Amateur Press club and 
attended numerous conventions, taking 
active part. 
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LESTON M. AYRES 
491k PnaidenI 



Mr, Ayera first heard of organized 
Amateui- Journalism in 1897, and 
joined the National Amateur Press 
AsHOciation in December, 1898, being 
proposed for membership by Mrs. Elean- 
ore C. Dowden. He published his first 
paper Tlw Heb*, in April, 1899, which 
was 6x7 eight page and cover, quarterly. 
In July, of the aame year he was ap- 
pointed New Jersey representative on 
the recruit committee for the National. 

The first number of Th* Amateur Arana 

appeared in October, 1899, and it still 
makes its appearance occasionally. In 
March, 1899, he organized the first New 
Brunswick Amateur Press Club, and was 
elected its first President. About this 
time he was appointed Secretary of the 
famous "Boston Convention Attending 
Corporation," the object of which was 
to provide a way for Amateurs to save 
their money in order to attend either or 



both Amateur Conventions which were 
held in Boston in 1900. 

At the Boston Convention, Mr. Ayers 
was elected Treasurer of the National. 
In 1902 he was appointed Assistant Sec- 
retary at the New York Convention. 

At the Boston Convention of The 
Inter-State Amateur Press Association, 
he was elected the first President Sep- 
tember Tth, 1903. In 1901, he pub- 
lished Napa Campaign a pre-convention 
political paper. In 1905, he was instru- 
mental in organizing the Gotham Press 
Club. At the Grand Rapids Convention 
in 1913, Mr. Ayers was elected Official 
Editor, and his volume of Tke National 
Amateur was noted for its unusual 
quantity of live news matter, its numer- 
ous illustrations, and for being one of 
the seven lai^est volumes of the official 
organ published up to that date. The 
seven largest volumes are: 
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Edited by 

1906 — 158 pages Heina 

1902 — 125 pages Alderman 

1905 — 120 pages Campbell 

1908 — 102 pages Kendall 

1907 — 100 pages Ahlhauser 

1899 — 71 pages Brodie 

1913 — 70 pages Ayers 



Mr. Ayers was elected President at 
the Bridgeport convention in 1914, and 
the following year he served as chair- 
man of the Executive Judges. During 
his time as President he issued Tlie 
Amateur Arena and The National Live 
Wire. 
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GEORGE J. HOUTAIN 
SOtk Prasidwil 



Geoi^e Julian Houtain, the fiftieth 
President of the National Amateur Press 
Association, had an active career in Am- 
ateur Jomalism ever since his entrance. 
In 1901, he was elected Recording Sec- 
retary of the National Amateur Press 
Association. At the New York conven- 
tion in 1909, he was elected Official Edi- 
tor but only served a few months when 
he was removed from office by Presi- 
dent Miniter. In 1910 he was elected 
First Vice-President but resigfned short- 
ly after. At the Brooklyn convention 
in 1915, he was elected President and 
endeavored to give the aaaociation a 
lively administration. In 1916, at Bos- 
ton, Mr. Houtain was re-elected to the 
Presidency. While Mr. Houtain has the 



distinction of being the only President 
ever re-elected, it is regrettable to note 
the fact that he has broken the unwrit- 
ten law established away back in 1882 
when Frank Newton Reeve was offered 
a second term but declined, respecting 
this rule. In 1884, Henry E. Legler, 
who was also offered a second term, de- 
clined to run again, on the same 
grounds. These facts are noted in jus- 
tice to other officials who are known to 
have declined bearing precedence in 
mind. 

In 1917, Mr. Houtain was elected Ex- 
ecutive Judge. He also held numerous 
oRlces in other press associations and 
clubs at various times and proved a pop- 
ular official. 
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HARRY E MARTIN 
Slat PraiUmt 



Mr. Martin, the fitty-first President, 
joined the National Amateur Preas 
Association in October, 1905. In 1907, 
he was appointed Se<;retary of Creden- 
tials. He captured the Short Story 
Honorable Mention in 1909. Along in 
1911 and 1912 he was a member of the 
Editorial Award Committee. After 
several years of inactivity, he returned 
to the ranks in January, 1917; and, at 
the New York ConventJon the following 
July he was elected President. He gave 
the Association a splendid administra- 
tion. The following j-ear, in 1918, he 
was elected Executive Judge. 



Mr. Martin published Th* AmericMi 
Star from 1900 to 1903. In the latter 
part of 1903, he began a new publica- 
tion called Th* Spril«, which became 
very popular. . He was also connected 
in various ways with other Press Asso- 
ciations, having been Vice-President of 
the United Amateur Press Association 
in 1905 and 1906, and was one of the 
organizers of the Ohio Amateur Press 
Association in 1907. At present he is 
professor of English at Mount Union 
College, Alliance, Ohio. 
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GRAEME DAVIS 
52nd Pmidant 



Graeme Davis, 52nd President of the 
National Amateur Press Association, 
became acquainted with amateur jour- 
nalism in his tenth year through the 
columns of H»rper'« Round T«ble, and 
the following year he printed a volumin- 
ous number of The Maxuette contain- 
ing contributions by noted amateurs of 
the period and an extended editorial 
department; but few copies were mailed, 
however, and the edition is atill stored 
with his first press. Prior to his learn- 
ing of organized amateur journalism, 
he had been publishing amateur jour- 
nals for local distribution, one of which, 
Tbe Midfet. was one of the two papers 
publ'shed by members of a large ju- 
venile commonwealth or "nation" which 
he had organized in his home town. 



Mr. Davis' real entry into the Dom 
was made when he added an amateur 
department to El Gandil; this was a 
miniature paper devoted to the interna- 
tional language movement, enjoyed sec- 
ond-class rates, and subscribers in 
twenty-seven countries. None of the 
larger editions of each number, printed 
wholly in international language, 
were ever mailed to amateura. His 
best work appeared as contributions to 
other journals, notably the Pionaer, and 
one of them was awarded the essay lau- 
reateship of the United Amateur Press 
Association in 1909; this honor Mr. 
Davis had to refuse because he had re- 
signed his membership a few weeks 
after joining that association. 
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He joined the National Amateur 
Press Association in 1901 and has since 
been devoted to that association alone. 
The same year he was appointed a mem- 
ber of the Recruit Committee and also 
in the year following. In 1903 he be- 
came a member of the Minneapolis Am- 
ateur Journalists' Club, and in 1904 of 
the Chicago Amateur Press Club. In 
1909 he was appointed a member of the 
Bureau of Critics; in 1917 he was 
elected Official Editor, and in July, 
1918, he was elected President. 

In December, 1899, Mr. Davis began 
the publication of El Gasedil conclud- 
ing it with the strong and all-amateur 
Winter issue of 1905. In 1903 he col- 
laborated with Donald Fellows, one of 
his recruits, in publishing Par Mat 
From February, 1908, until 1910 he 
was co-editor with Louis Starring of the 
latter's Reflector. In 1910 he began 
the publication of The Lingerer with a 
fifty-page issue of "literary and sumptu- 
ous typographical work." Last year he 
began the publication of the National 
Amateur Review of Reviews as a sup- 
plement to the official organ. This year 
he will continue the publication of the 
two journals last named. 

At the age of fourteen, after a few 
weeks in high school following private 
tutoring, Mr. Davis entered the Univer- 
sity of South Dakota. Three years la- 
ter he left there to continue his studies 
in Minnesota, Chicago, Europe, and 
Seabury Theological Seminary. In De- 



cember, 1910, he was ordained to the 
Priesthood, serving part of his Diacon- 
ate and six months as a Priest at the 
Cathedral in Cleveland, Ohio, and then 
became pastor of a parish in that city. 
In February, 1913, he moved to Wis- 
consin where he built up a strong par- 
ish, was chairman of the Social Ser- 
vice Commission, and appointed to other 
diocesan offices. In the spring of 1916, 
following a physical collapse from inces- 
sant labors he returned to his early 
home and college town, and is now chap- 
lain at the State University, an Exam- 
ining Chaplain and a member of the 
Board of Religious Education of the 
diocese, and has been elected a member 
of the National Council of Collegiate 
Work. He is also professor of French 
in his University. He has engaged to 
some extent in professional journalism 
and has published pamphlets and books 
of a devotional and ecclesiastical char- 
acter written mostly in French. 

Mr. Davis has an immense collection 
of amateur journals dating from the 
sixties, and has a very large private 
library, especially rich in books printed 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth cen- 
turies and in rare volumes and manu- 
scripts, in first editions, autographed 
and presentation copies, and privately 
printed books. From his own press has 
issued a number of privately printed 
books. He is a painter in oils, an 
etcher, and president of the University 
Art Club. 
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W. PAUL COOK 
53 rd Prviident 



W. Paul Cook, the 53rd President of 
the National Amateur Press Association, 
was born in 1882. As early as 1887- 
1888, he issued hand-printed papers. 
In 1890 he issued rubber-stamp papers 
and printed a book. In 1892, he was on 
the grade school paper in Rutland, Ver- 
mont. Mr. Cook obtained his first print- 
ing outfit along in 1891 and immediately 
took an active interest by publishing 
various small papers. In 1897, he 
issued the Golden Hours club paper, 
T»in Thumb. Two years later, he be- 
came Editor-in-chief of the High School 
paper, published at Claremon', New 
Hampshire. In 1901, he joined the Uni- 
ted Amateur Press Association and in 



the same year published his first number 
of the famous Monadnock magazine, a 
magazine which later in life surpassed 
all publications as to literary contents 
and size and the motto of which, — 
"For Love Only; You Can't Buy It," 
was widely copied. Mr. Cook joined the 
National Amateur Press Association in 
1905 and the following year (1906) 
was appointed as Member of Bureau of 
Critics. From 1915 to 1918 Mr. Cook 
published another magazine of the front 
rank, Tha Vasrant, and his splendid 
record of the past paved the way to the 
Official Editorship of the National Ama- 
teur Press Association to which he 
was elected at the Chicago 1918 conven- 
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tion. Mr. Cook's election saved the 
National organization, for Cook was ac- 
tivity personified and great credit is due 
him since his wonderful activity was 
carried on and continued in the face of 
most discouraging support. He pub- 
lished what will be known as the "Giant 
Volume" of the National Amateur, con- 
taining in all about 300 pages, or about 
twice the size of the previously largest 
volume. Aside from his activity in the 
National, he also published the United 
Amateur for the United Amateur Press 
Association and printed various papers 
for members of the NationalAssociation. 
In July, 1919, at the Newark convention, 
Mr. Cook was chosen President of the 



National Amateur Press Association 
without an opposing vote, being the first 
president ever elected unanimously. 

It is the author's prediction that the 
coming year will be the National's most 
active year, bringing back to the fold 
many of the old-timers and reviving the 
amateur press clubs all over the country. 
Mr. Cook has established an enviable rec- 
ord, one that will appear as an epoch 
maker in years to come. 

Aside from his publishing activities, 
Mr. Cook was best known as a writer of 
fiction, his nom de plume, ''Willis Tete 
Crossman," appearing frequently in the 
amateur press. 
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